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CHAPTER 32-6A ADEQUATE PROfeRAM FOR EDUCATION IN 

GEORGIA 

I/SHORT TITLE AND PURPOSE - ' ' . 

32-601 a Short title 

TWs Chapter shall be known and may be cited as 'the "Adequate 
Program'for Education in .Georgia Act." 

32-602a 'Establishment of Adequate Program for Education in 

Georgia • - . . / \, ^ ' 

The General Assembly of Georgia, recognizmg the need tor: 
Providing an equitably finaiiceaspublic educational structure assuring 
each Geo^an an adequate educational opportunity; establishing and 
mamtaining comm^ minimurii standards on a statewide basis which 
eAKure that each child may attend a standard and certified school; 
p»vidirigeach child v^ith access ^to a quality program which* will allow 
personal development as well as career training; an adequate program of 
general education which will provide students with 'the knowledge arid 
understanding necessary to develop good physical and mental health, to 
deal effectively and responsibly with others, to participate actively in 
the govemiiig process, to conserve the .^nvironmentf and to be 'effective 
vyojrkers and responsible citizens; providing for a program assessment 
• and improvement plan which focuses on staff development first, an(J 
♦then on the processes for change which include adequate planning, 
research and experimental programs leading to continued improvement 
of public educ-ation in Georgia; making, teaming as attractive and 
rewarding- a profession as possible in. order to attract, hold and fiilly 
utilize competent professional personnel in the public school systems in 
this State; f)roviding for |he most efficient use of the school facilities sor 
that ^'broader curriculiW and more flexible programming will be 
available to, students throOghout tije calendar year; providing a method 
whereby all .Georgians" shall pay their fair share of the cost of such 
programs; '{providing a means whereby the foregoing needs might more 
readily be met^n order'to provide an adequate education for the 
citizens of the State and to discharge .the responsibilities and obligations 
of the State^to ensure a literate and informed society does hereby^ 
-establish an Adequate Program fdt Education in Qeorgia fgr its citizens. 

II. INSTRUCTIONAL SERVICES ^ 

32-603a Policy'of the State as to instructional services 
It is hereby declared to be the policy of the State of Georgia to 
assure that each 'Georgian has accjess to quality instruction designed to 
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'develop his capacities to the maximum through programs that mVet his 
. developmental and^ remedial educational needs. To implemenrt^iis 
policy, tne State shall assure that funds will be available for 
instructional personnel, media and equipment, and other necessary 
operating expenses for general and occupational education for children, 
youth and adults, including those with special needs. 

' 32^04a General and occupational education 
* (a) Except as otherwise provided b> subsection (b) of this Section, 
• all children who have attained the age of six by December 31 of a fiscal 
year and all youth who have not yet reteived a high school diploma or 
its equivalent shall be eligible for enrollment in the general education 
and occupational'programs, including teenage students who are married 
or unmarried, a parent, or pregnant. Provided, however, the State Board 
of Education shall have authority to determine the'eligibility of young 
children and adults for enrollment in programs of eSrly childhood 
^ education and adult education programs of general, basic, and 
vocational education. The local units of administration shall have the 
authority to assign students who are married or unmarried^ pregnant, or 
a parent, or a combination thereof, to programs of instruction within 
its regular daytime educational program, *provided, that a local unit of 
administration may develop and impkment fecial programs of 
instruction limited to such students v^ithin the regular daytime/ 
educational program. These programs may include instruction ifi 
prenatal care and child care. It is hereby declared to be the policv^ of 
the State of Georgia that general and occupational , education b^ 
. integrated into a comprehensive educational program which wilL 
contribute to the total developjnent of the individual. Therefore^ it is irf 
the student's best interest- to promote coordination and c^peraJbn 
between the schools and the community, including b{isiness/and 
industry, to provide the students an opportunity to participate !m and 
learn from community life. It is declared further that the majo/goal of 
this integrated program shall be to .prepare studfen;^ for adult life, 
including fn-eparalion for a job or advanced studV; or bdth, in his 
chbsen career fie^ld. / ^ / 

r(b) Beginning with the first fiscal year followi>{g the fi4al year that 
32-607a of this Act, providing for preschdcfl edupatix)n is .fully 
implemented and funded on a Statewide basis, ^ in an/ event not later 
than September I, 1978, all children shall have a*ttai/ed the V of six 
by September 1 of a fiscal year in order to b^ eligible forenrollment in 
the gerjeral edtication an\i occupational programs provided for by this 
Act. Until such' time, any local unit of aiJministration, at its option, ' 
may require children to have attained the age of six by 'any date not 



earlier t^an September 1 or later than December 31 of a fiscal year in 
order tq enroll in the local unit's general ^ucation and occupational 
programi • • ^ ; 

• '32-60^a Special education 

*(a) All ^children and 'youth who are eligible for the ^general 
-e.ducatijon program, ijreschool education, or who have special 
educational needs and three and four year old children who are either 
physically, mentally 'or emotionally, handicapped or perceptually or 
linguistically deficient shall ' also be eligible for special education 
services. Children, ages 0-5 years, whose handicap is so severe as to 
necessitate 4rly education intervention may be eligible for special 
education services. Chiljlren-and youth >vith special needs are those who 
,^ave emotional, physical, communicative, or intellectual deviations, or 
.a combination thereof, to the degree that there- is interference with 
.schiool achievements or adjustments, or prevention of fulF academic 
attainment and^ who require modifications or alterations in their 
educational programs, TTiis definition includes childreh who ^aie 
intelleetualfy gifted, mentally retarded^ physically handicapped, speech 
handicapped, behavilorally disordered, .hospital or. homebound, 
handicapped by a specific, learning disability, multihandicapped, 
autistic, hearing impaired, VisUally impaired and any ^other areas^ of 
special needs which may l)e identified. The State Board of Education 
' shall adopt classification criteria for each area of special need to be 
served on a Statewide basis, both *for students to be served in. a' 
self-contaihed^ setting 'and those who can be served effectively in 'the 
' regular classroom by itinerant peYsonnel. 

. (b) Local units of administration shall, subject to any limitations 
hereinafter specified, provide ar special education program for all 
students with special needs who are residents of their school systems, 
either by establishing and mjaintainin^ such educational facilities and^ 

-^m'ploying such, professional workers as are ne^d by these students W 

,,oy entering into a contract wfth other school' systems or Cooperative 
Edufcational Service Agencies for such Services'. , ■ 

(c) The State Foard, of education shall have the authority 4o 
provide Educational and training services for children ^ho have special 
educational needs. such as emotional, physical, communicative, or 
intellectual deviations, or any combination thereo/, to the d^egre^ that 
^ert is interference with school achievemerits or adjustments, or 
prevention of full academic attainihent, and who require modifications 
or alterations in their "educational program. This definition includes 

^'children who are mentally retarded, physically handicapped, speech 
handicapped, multiple handicapped, autistic, intellectually gifted, hear- 
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ing impaired, visually impaired, and any other areas special needs 
which may be identified. The State Board of Education may provide 
such' educational and training services by: ' . ' 

(l) .contracting with or making grants to suitable^rivate or public 
institutidns, on? with both public and private institutions, inside or 
outside the State of Georgia7or the provision of such services; - 

'•(2) contracting with suitable public ageni:ies and defrsfftments, 
including institutions in which, eligible children are confined and 
outpatient centers serving eligible childreo, inside and outside the State 
of Georgia, fQll(^the provision of such services; or ' ' ' L 

(3) enterini into reciprocal agreements with othei; states or politickl" 
subdivisions thereof for the provision of such services, " I 

(d)* The Sta^ Board *-of Education may promulgate {any rules, 
regulations and standards and^establish the terms and conditions 
governing the provisioii 6f State ^id hereunder and perform any and alj 
acts necessary or proper to carry out the provisiops, intent and purpose 
of this section. ^ 

Jey It is further provided that every child and y^outh eligible for 
special education services shall have access to a quality program on or 
before two years after the date this Act becomes I^w. 

«^ 

;32-606a Compensatory education ^' 
. (a) The State Board of Education shall promulgate rules, 
regulations and standards ^d establish the terms and conditions 
necessary to imptement programs, of compensatory education. 
Compensatory educatron shall include, but shall not be limited to, 
programs of remedial reading, mathematics, and such other programs ai 
are needed. ' ' ' ^' 

(b) The State Board of Education shall annually determine the 
number of students needing compensatory education and the estimated 
State cost or such program for the next fiscal year, and submit such 
information to the Office of Planning and Budget.^ 

32-6D7a PrescTiool education 

fa) ^ A preschool program which shall be a^ lea^t on a bn^-half day . 
basis for a 180-day school year shall be made availabk^to all children^ 
who have attained age 5 by September 1 of a fistal year. * If 

fb) It is hereby declared to b^^the policy qf ,the State of Georgii; 
th^t the principal responsibility for* developmental skills pf voung 
children lies\with ihe parents and that the.purpose of this program is to! 
supplement the resources which parents have available to meet the 
distinctive mental, physical ancl emo.tjonal needs, of their children. In v 
acknowledgment of this policy, enrollment of phildren into the 



ipreScbool program will^be on a voluntary basis, except in those school 

districts whjch by law now require attendance in a public preschool 

program. . 

" * * • ' 

32-€08a Adult education" ^ 
' (a) The State Board of Education shall maintain an Adult General 
Education Program within the , State. This program sliall provide 
instruction in basic skills and subjects to individuals 18 years of age and 
older who have left school and who have less than an eighth gra^le 
education or its equivalent. Instruction in a variety of skills and subjects 
may Be provided for individuals- who have more than an eighth grade 
^ucatiop or its equivalent. Priority shall ,be *given to elimination of 
illiteracy in the State and to the attainment of a General Educational 
Development (GED) equivalency diploma. Programs of general 
educaflCn "tfor ad*ults should serve to improf e the ability of- the 
individual to profit from occupational training and meet adult 
resppnsibilities more effectively. 

. (b') The State Board of Education is hereby authorized ind 
impowered to receive Federal funds allotted' to Georgia under acts of 
Cpngres^ appropriating Federal fui\ds for Adujt Education. The -Board 
shall establish policies, regulations^* and standards relating to 
implementation and operation of general education programs fpr 
adults. To be eligible for State am Fedejal funds, ^11 programs shall be 
operated in accordance with the^tate Board of "Education 'policies, 
regulations, and standard* The- provisions of any other Settion of this 
^ Act notwithstanding, the State goard shall annually Request of the 
General Assembjy^ funds for Adult GeneraJ Education and is hereby 
authorized to utilize sucja State and Federal funds to contract with 
locaL units of administration and dther public Agencies to finance Adult 
General Education for eligible individuals. 

32'^9a Establishment of other , special, programs" of education; 
allotment of teachers and other'persnn^el; sharing of costs 

(a) The State Board of Educatipn* shall have authority to provide 
for implementatfon of other educatiohal programs not ordinarily 
doming within the prescribe currichla of the public schools, which 
may* or. may ^ not require use by locaKiinits of additional specially 
qualified personnel and special equipment necessitating .allotment of 
additional personnel and funds.- The , State Board is authorized to 
establish ^priorities,, standards and criteria for iml|5lementation aEid 
operation of such p'rograms as the/bpard may, in it^ discretion, find 
necessary Vr desirable^to implement on a Statewide basis. Local units 
may, prior to^'implementation of such programs by the State Board, 



implement such ^ programs locally in accor(IUnce with criteria and 
standards prescribed by the State Board. The State Board shall, upon^ 
injplem.entation of such prograhis, establish a 'uniforiVi basis for 
allotment of additional personnel and fmids if such additional 
allotment^ are necessary for operation of such programs. . / 

(b) The State Board' of Education shall annually determine 'the 
amount of funds needed for operation of ^he Sta<e schoqls for the deaf 
and blind and such other special schools for cxception^jl persons. as may 
be established by the State Board" of Education. Such 'funds shall be 
made available for the operation of th^se schools under niles and ' 
regulations prescribed by the State Board of Education. ^ 

(c) The State Board of Education shall annually determrine ,the 
amopnt of funds needed for elementar>' and secondary programs 

^operated within correctional institutions, hospitals, mentor institutions 
and other such programs. The State Board of Education shall annually* 
allot additional Tunds tojocal units af administration wherein State 

^Board:i main^tain an institution primarily for the detention of persons 
within school age, and operates within such institution an elementary, 
secondary or vocational school for the educatipn of such school age 
children, /which shall be sufficient to enable thejocal unit tp furnish 
certified teachers and other professional personnel to such school and 
institution in iilcordance vAth the State minimum salary' schedule: 
Provided, however, tha.t the course of instruction offered in such school 

^shall meet minimum academic requirements and standard's prescribed ^ 

/for operation of the public schools of the Jocal unrt. The State Board is 
^"iutfiorized, in its\discretion, to itiake an allotment of additional funds 
to 'the local'^^unit for « employment of such teachers and other 
professional personnel for an additional two months during the fiscal 
school year where the school in such institution is operated on a 
12-rnonth basis. " ' . ' ' " 

(d) The -.State * Board of Education is hereby authorized to 
inkuguarate a. student honors program for pupils in the public and^ 
private high schools of this State who have manifested exceptional' 
abilities^ unique potentials/ or who have made exf'eptional academic 
•achievement^, vS\ich program may be conducted during ?ummermonths 
between nonp|rschool year 'terms at .institutions of higher learning "or 
o^her appropriate centers within this State^with facilities ademiate to 
provide chai^Ce'riging opportunrties for advanced stuajT and 
aecomplishmen{^^\uch students. The student honors'program shall 
be implemented "and operated in accordance with criteria to .he 
established by the State Board, *an^l op'eratihg ancl pupil (josts arid 
expenses may. be paid by the State Department of Education from 
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funds made available for th'is purpose by the Sfate Board. The State 
JB(pard is authorized to, enter.. into cooperative .agreements with the 
Bpfrd of Regent^ fo,r operating and sharing the costs Of sjich programs. 

(e) The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to engage in 
or ''to- otherwise 'n\ai^ {5rovision foi; educational research into all 
'methods of instruction and education of children and youth, to spcftisor 
^conferences/study groups and workshpps, and to conduct research or 
education .demonstrations, experimentation, field tests and such other 
projects as may, in the opinion of the board, tend to support, improve 
or strengthen the public school System of this State,* the quality of 
education. provided Georgia'^ children apd youth in the public^schools 
of this State and the qualifications an(^ technical skills erf professional 
personnel employed in the public schgols^of this State, and is hereby 
autjiori^ed to employ or contract for th^ services of specialists and 
others aS may* be necessary or desirable for such purposes and to 
cooperate with public school systems, and public and private 
educational institutions dnd agencies with'iii or without the State for 
such7 purposes. The State Board jn ay provide for the ajlotment *o*f 
education funds for the puqloses provided for* in this section. 

(0' The State Board o'^f Edupation may allot funds to local units of 
administration in»accordance with a local plan for staff development to 
improve their personnd provided that the plan lia^ i)een approved by , 
*the State'*Board. Funds for staff developlnent shall he based on 'the 
' number of professional units allotted by the State Board to local units 
of' administration. ' The State Board shall be aulhorized ,to make 
payments for additional activities beyond the regular sc^iool day or year 
as an mtegral part of the plan , for staff development. It is further 
provided that the State Board of Education may allot funds to support 
supervision an'd assessment activities for student teachers and 'beginning 
teachers in accordance with an approved^ program that meets standards 
established by the State Board. The supervision and. assessment of 
studertt teachers 'and beginning teachers may include support to 
supplement the salaries of instructional personnel who supervise 
^ student teachers and beginning feachers. The State Board of E5lucation 
is authp^zed to establish^e rate for reimbursement of ^id salary 
* supplements. . r^. 

32*6l0a Allotment of instruction units; amount of funds needed 
for payment of salaries of instructional perspnnel ♦ ^ ^ 
• (a) The State ^oard ef Education shall *arinuany ^illot instructional 
units to local units of administration on- the following basis and 
adjusted as provided for in sections 32-637a and ■325642a: \ 
'. (1) General education: one' instrucliohal unit per Z5 pupils in 



average, daily attendance in grades l-^ Provided, however, in those 
systems t;hat do not provide an'educjtioii program approved by the 
'State Board of Education containing both gcReraf and vocafional 
education, the instructional unit ratio shall be one imitructional unit per 
21 pupils in a^^erage daily attendance in grades 6-12. 

(2) Vocational education one instructional unrt for c^ch three 
State approved vocational education teachers in grades 7-12. 

(b) During a fiscal year the amount of funds distributed to any 
Mocal unit for^this purpose shall not be exLCsxof the amount actually 

' required by * the locaP unit for payment of salaries of instructional 
personnel actually employ ed*b> the local unit of administration. The 
amount of furtds needed b> *a local unit to pay salaries of instructional 
personnel sh^be deternuned in one of the following manners for each 
instructional unit allotted,^tl\er: 

(1) the State, minimum salary on a 10-months basis as provided f^r 
in section -^2-6563' if a certified teacher is ^employed "for the 
^ instructional unit; or * - • * ' • ' 

^ ^(2) the average salary for certificated professional personnel with a 
bachelor's degree funded under this secli'on if licensed ijcistructional 
■personnel are employed for the instructional unit. 

(c) A local unit of administration may 'use up to one-thi^d of the 
funds earned 'from its allotted instructional units '^to employ 
instructional personnel. Provided, however, that the State Board of 
BdMcation has approved the program improvenienf.plan which describes 
how these funds will be utilized. 

(d) The State Board of Education shall aflofTo each local unit of 
administration a full allotment unit for &ach' major fraction above an 
allotments unit' pertaining to sections' 32-605a. 32-607a. 3^-6 lOa^ 
32-6 1 2a, 32*620a, 32-62 la,^nd 32-624a, 

32-61 la Career, occupational an^ vocational education 
(a) The State Board of Education shall maintain a comprehensive 
program of career, occupational and vocational education. The purpose 
of this program shall be to provide^occupational training and retrainfng 
to m*eet the needs of individual citizen's and the manpower needs of 
business ^nd industry withia fha.State. This program shaU be designed, 
to prepare individuals for^|ainful employment, including homemaking, 
jSiS semiskilled or skilled workers or technicians or subprofessionals in 
recognized occupations and in new and emerging occupations and to'^ 
prepare individuals for enrollment in advanced technical edjucation 
programs. This pfogram shall provide for vocational guidance gnd^ 
counsehng, in^nuciion related t^ the occjjpation or occupations for' 




yhich the student is in training, ar^^instruction necessary for students 
to benefit from sucFrraining. Activities related thereto^may include, 
but shall not Be limited to, vocational youth club^job placement and 
foilowup. leadership development, staff travel; studeTit^ transportation; 
staff V training and .development; research, development dnd 
demonstration; special programs for Handicapped, disadvantaged and 

gifted. ■ >\. ' ^ ' 

. (b) Any other Section of this Act nQtwithstanding,.th^ State Board 
shall annually determine the amount of funds needed to provide career, 
occupational and vocational education programs for in-school youth 
and fon out-of-school youth and adults, and shall annually request the^ 
General Assembly to make such appropriations as are needed. The State 
Board of Education is hereby authorized, and impo\yered as the sole. 
State agency to ffeceive Federal funds allotted to Georgia under 'the 
Vocatiooat Education Act or other Acts of Congress appropriating. 
.Federal funds for career, occupational or vocational education or for 
career, occupational and vocational education. ' 

' (p) The 'provisions of any other Section of this Act 
notwiths,tanding, the State l^oard of Education is hereby authorized to 
pfovide funds to 'local units of* adm^tration and to other State and 
local agencies to be use^ for career, occupatibn^l fnd vocational 
education.progratns. . ' ' * \ 

(d) The provisions of any other,; Section of this 'Act 
notwitHstarjding, the State Board of Education may adopt such salary 
and salary supplement schedule^eemed necessary' to carry out the 
provisions of' • subsection (c) hei'eof an(j shall establish policies, 
regulations,' and standards relating to ' and necessaTy for tjie 
; implementation of this Section. ^ . ^ ^ 

32-61 2a Allotment of elementary instructional specialists: amount 
of funds needed for payment of salaries of such' personnel . , , 

^Annually, the State Board of .Education' 5hall allot elementary^ 
instructional sj^ecialists to local units of a^imintstratlon^on the basis of 
one elementary instructional specialist per 15^ instructional units in 
grades^ 1-7. The purpose of these elementar>' instructional specialists 
shall be tcxmeet the special instructional needs of students in^art^music;, 
and physical education, provided, however, that ckiring the fiscal year 
the amount of funds distributed to any local unit/or this purpose shall 
not b*e in excess of the amount actually required by the local unit for 
payment of salaries' oT instructional specialists actually employed by the 
local unit. The amount of funds heeded by a local unit to pay salaries 
of elementary instructional specialists shall ^ be determined ^ 09 a 
10-mon^h basis in accordance, with the State minimum salary schedule 



provided^for in section 3*2-656a. ' - . 
32-61 3a Instructional media 

The amoufvt of funds needed by a local unit of administration durirfg 
a fiscal year for the maintenance, repair, and purchase of instructional 
media, including soft-covered as well as hard-covered text and library 
b09ks and consumable as well as nonconsumable supplies, shall be 
determined by multiplying the number of instructional units allotted to 
the local unit iind^r section? 32*605a, 32-6 10a and 32-6 12a by a sum of 
money which shall not be less than $500, The State Board of Education 
shall' have 'the authority to prescribe minimum requirements and 
standards for tht purchase, distribution, and use of such instructional 
•media, and for the use of funds allotted under this section. 

32-614a Instructfonal equipment ^ I- 
The State Board of Education shall^rant funds to local units of 
administration for the purchase, maintenance, repair and replacement 
of equipment for instructional laboratories and for special education 
classrooms. Th^^^ak ^Board of Edueation shall have the authority to 
prescribe miniiti&m requirements, and standards for the purchase 
distribution, and use of such instructional equipment, and for the uVe 
of funds allotted under this section. 

32-^l5a Amount of funds needed for payment of maintenance and 
operation , 

• The amount of funds needed by a local unit of administration during. 

• a fiscal year foj maintenance and operation expenses for instructional 
programs not ot|ierwise provided for in sections 32-6 10a through 
32-6 17a shall be determined by multiplying the number of instructional 
units allotted to^the loqpl unit of administration under provisions of 

.sections 32-605a, 3>6l0a and 32-6 12a by a, sum of money not less 
than Sj,500. The State Board of igducation Shall define the term 
"maintenan.ee: and Operation expenses" and '^hall have the authority to 
prescribe minimom requirements and standards for the distribution, 

,use, and e^^penditur^ of funds allotted under this section 

32-61 6a Amount of funds rteeded for payment of siek and. personal 
leave expenses ' ' , 

(a) The amount of funds needed by a local unit of. administr-ation 
dunng a fiscal year for sick ^nd personal leave expenses shall be.' 
determined by multiplying the numfter of instructional units allotted tp 
the local unit' of administration undef provisions Of sections 32-605a 
32-6 10a. 3Hlla, 32-6 12a, ,32-620a, and 32-6-2 la, byasum of money 
Hot less .than ^25: .The State Board of Education sfiall" have the 



authority to pxescribe minimum, requirements and standards for the 
distribution, use and expenditure of funds* allofted under this section. 

(b) The amount of funds needed by a local unit of adlninistration 
during a fiscal year for sick and personal leavQ expenses of school bus 
drivfirs shall be determined hy^ multiplying the number of school busses^ > 
allotted to a loc^ unit of administration pursuant ta Section 25 of this 
Act by a -sum of money not less th^n $75.00. The State Board of 
Education shall have the authority to prescribe minimum requirements* 
,and standards for the distribution, use and expenditure of funds , 
allotted under this subsection. 

32-617a Amounfof funds needed for travel expenses ^ ^ 
JThe amount opfunds needed by a local unit of administration during 
a fiscal year forpaymeftt of travel .expenses to be iijcurred by visiting 
teachers, instructional supervisors, itinerant special education 
personnel^er^pnne^l supervising high school students engaged in a work 
ej(peri|^,' and other local school personnel required to travel in 
conM^ion with their assigned duties^l\all be determined by the State 
B^ffd of Education in accordance with regulations prescribed by the 
jRate^ Board authorizing such travel and prescribing uniform rates, 
standards, requirements and allowances for such pjiiposes. 

32-61 8a Anient of funds needed for compensatory education 
expenditures . 

The State Board of Educ^ation shall have the authority to establish 
minimum requirements and standards for distribution, use, and 
expenditure .qf funds allotted to local units of administration to 
implement section 3 2-606a. * 

32-619a Anjount of funds needed for driver education expenses 

(a) The State Board* of Education shall reifnburse local units 
administration for thf direct co§t, of providing driver education 
programs to public school students who hold a valid driver's or learner^is 
license: Provided, however, that .the reimbursement does not exceed 
$50 per student who successfully completes the program. - 

(b) The State Board of Education ^^alPhave the authority to 
estaWish minimum requirements and standards for distribution, use, 
and expenditure of funds^ allotted under this section to local units of 
administration. 

' t 

III. SUPPORTIVE SERVICES ^ ; 

32-620a Student services support personnel 

(a) The IState Board of Education shall annually allot student 
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services support personnel to local units of administration an the' basis 
of one p^: 400 pupils in average daily* attendance in the local unit of 
administration, adjusted as provided for in sectk)r\s 32-637a and 
32-642a. ^Student services support personnel shall include, for the 
purposes of aliotment under this section ^ elemcn^ta^ and^second^ry 
counselors, school ^chologistsr psychometrists,^and visiting teacl^fS: 

(b) FurtHer, the State Board of Educatido shall alloj 'Student 
services support personnel to Ipcal units of administration in the 
positioli category of job placement director on the basis of one per 
5,000 pupils in average, daily attendance in the local unit, of 
administration during. the# first four months oitfie preceding sfchool 
year, adjusted as provided for in sections 32-6J^ and 32-642a. The 
duties of.the job placement director shall include, but not be limited to, 
assisting* classroom teachers and other student services support 
personnel in the advisement of student services relative to career 
explcrratioTi experiences, work experiences and -einployment 
opportunities;" -the coordination- of e-mployipent placement 
opportunities and activities witi; Employment Security Office of the 
State Labor Department; and to make follow-up reports and studies of 
the employnient experieilces and work history of hjgh school graduates. 

(c) The Spate Board oC*EducatiQn shall further allot student services 
support personnel to local units qpiadnmiistratioh in' the positioii 
.category Qf adult education guidance personnel on th^ basis of one per 
400 adul^ducational and adult vocational education students in 
average daily attendance in the local- unit during the first fourmonths 
of the preceding school year, adjusted as provided for in sections* 
32-637a and 32-642a. The duties of adult educational guidance 
personnel shall include, but not be limited to, the assessment^ and 
determination of the educational achievement levels and. needs of adult 
education and-^ adult vocational education students; identify ^e 
availability of an^l help obtaiq the .services of other St^te and local 
agencies for said students, develop career plans and objectives for said 
students, and assist in identifying, obtaining and retaining employment 
opportunities. / ^ 

. (d) The State Board of Education shall establish policies, 
procedures ,and regulations which will allow those local units of 
administration, which do not have sufficient enrollments to receive a 
full position allocation for job placement director and adult education 
g;uidance personnel as described and authorized in paragraphs (b) and 
(c) of this Section, to combine Siich partial allocations with other local 
units of administration for the purpose of ob.taining the services of the 
personnel herein, described or to transfer such partial allocation to a 




Cooperatiye Education -Service Agency for tijie purpose of obtaining the , 
services described herein. . ^ ^, 

32-621 a Administrative and supervisoiy^services 

(a) The State Board of Education shall pnually allot administrative^ 
and supervisory personnel to local units of administration, expep^^as"' 
provided for in this secti9n, on the ba^is of one per^ 190 pupils in 
average, daily attendance in the local unit of administration adjusted as# 
provided for in sections 3tl-637a and 32-642a. Administrative and 
supervisory personnel positions provided by this allotment shall 
include, but hot be limited to, principals, assistant principals, librarians, 
curriculum specialists, directors of curriculum and community school 
coordinatQrs. n 

(b) The State Board of Education shall further allot professional 
/central administrative personnel to all local units ^^fe^dministration on 

the basis of a one per 3,ibO pupils in average daily attendance in thq 
local unit of administration, adjusted as provided for in' sections 

•32-63 7a and 32-642a. The administrative positions provided by this 
allotment shall include, but*iV)t be. limited to, plant operations and 
maintenance, transportation, R)od service, instructional supervision, 
finance and business services, planning and evaluation and direction of 
community business services, planning and evaluation apd direction of 
community school programs. For those local units of administration 
which do not earn sufficient central administration personnel, the State 
Board of Education is. authorized to prescribe uniforrn requirements, 
and 'procedjLi^ to allow a local unit of a^dministration to utilize all or 
any part of its central administration personnel allotments m, 
conjunction with one or more local units of administration or with a 
Cooperative Education Service Agency, provided, however, personnel 

-.»>?llotments, earned .under the provisions of this section may not be 
assigned ''for use as classroom teachers, of other personnel designated in, 
subsection (a) of this Section. 

(c) The State Board^ of Education shall be authorized to fund 
professional* personnel positions to local units of administration as 
.follows: -^"^ y- - ] ■ :t 

Xl) prescly5bl leadership positions on tfie basis of one to each 50 
presghqol instmctional units; and , . , 

(2) Special education leadership positions on the basis of one to 
each 40 special education instructional units. ' 

(d) During thelpxt school year the amouht of funds distributed to 
any local unit for the purpose of funding the. positions authorized in 
subsections (a), (b) and (c) hereof shall not be in excess of the amount 





actually required Iby the local j^lt Tor p^jy^nent of salaries of 
certiQcated professional p^sonn^ ^ctuall> emp}(|)yed by the local units 
of administration. The amount bf/uhds needed-^by a local ynit.topay 
*the salaries of certificated profe^^onal personnel be determined on 
a 10-month basis in acx^ordance wftli the State riiiitimum salary schedule 
provided for in"^ section 32-656a. The State Board of Education is 
authorized to prescribe uniform requirements and ihmimum standards 
respecting utiUzatiqn of State-allotted Ffrofessional-personnel. ' , 

" , » ■ * * 

32-6S2a Food services 

(a) The State Board of Education shall annually determine the 
amount^funds needed to provide a Statewide school limch program. 
The StaterBoard shall, by regulation, ^provide. for certifying and 
classify ing^chool lunch supervisors and managers and establish trainmg 
progran^^Jor schqol huidi personnel. The State Board of Education is 
'hereby^ authorized to provide for the payment of operating costs of 
school lunchrooms, including breakfast costs fopthgse studen^f eligible , 
undd^ Feder^al guidelines, Stete supplements to the ,salaries^id such 
personnel by local units of administration and State'incentive pay for 
satisfactory completion of 5uch training programs. State funds sjiall bfe 
j^d to supplement Federal' fund^ as a means Qf keeping sale prices 
ithin reach of paying chilcjfl^'n. and of maximUmg participation and 
luali|y of meals for all children.-. . ^'^^ ^ 

/ (b) The State Board of Education is authorized to prescribe byy 
/appropriate rules and regulations^that there ma/'be included as part of 
• the program of evei^ public school in this State a course of instruction 
in nutrition, hygiene, etiquette and the social grace^ .re if ting to the 
partaking of meals and is further authori/^d to allotfunds, in a.manner 
consistent with, the funding for the o^er vafious components of tfee 
instructional program, for the reij^tSHemerit of costf to local units of 
adniinistrajion for costs direct|y^ssociated, with this program. There 
shall be utilized in the course bf instruction thejuirrissources available 
to eacK individual school!' including its cafeterias, school lunch 
personnel arid all practical demonstrations in. the preparation and 
Consumption of food *which shall be necdssary to formulate a 
comprehensive course of instruction in such subject matter: Any period 
of the school day maj^ be utilized for the teaching of this course: of 
instructit)n, includpg ^fhat period usually reserved'for the lunch period. 

32-623a . Scliobi health services ^ ' ^ 

The^ State Board of EduJ^tion sKall devise, ^develop*and implement 
uniform policies,' regulations and pfocedures to ensure that the. 
provision of schoo^ health services will be an integral. part of the total 
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instructional process in each local unit of administration. 
♦ 

32-624a Clericarservices 

The S^tate Bo^ri^ of Education shall provide funds. to local units of 
administration for the purpose of empJoying clerical personnel for the 
purpose of relieving the classroom teacher and other professional 
personnel of routine clerical activities so that the> may more properly, 
effectively ajid efficiently use their time in the iastrui^tional program or * ^ 
other program and activities suf)por{ive to the instructional program. 
T3je State Board of Education shall have the authority to establish 
minimum requirements and distribution, use and expenditure of funds 
allotted urjder thisisection. ' ^ 

• 32-625a Transptjrtation. " , * ^ - 

(a)^ The 'amount of funds needed by a county, area school, 
ihdeperbdent schopj system to pay expenses of'4)upil transportation 
shall be calculated by the State Board of Education in Accordance with 
a Schedule of standard transjy^rtation costs to be incurred by local units 
bffadministration in the operation of economical and efficient pupil 
transpoijtafioQ programs ai]|a a scl^edule of variable transportation cost^ 
'or variable cost factors dependent upoh circumstances prevailing ifi the 
se^ral local units .of administration which 'affect, in varying ways, the 
costs' of pupil* transportation authorized by mis section: Provided, ^ ^ 
however, that Jthe amount of funds to be actuajly distributed to an^ 
local unit of administration under provisions of this section during any , 
.school year sh^ll not exceed the actual co^is incu^^ed by fhe local^nit 
in , transporting pupils to and from^ public schools, and costs of , 
transporting to preschool programs all handicapped ^tudfents either by . , 
minibus or other such transportation used by nonhandicapped childjen,^ 
including costs for transportation f|Df handicapped children who must 
travel across county lines or, ^^ay fromi their own school district within 
the State. It is further prj^videli , that the costs of the regular pupil^' 
transportation program receive futl funding, before funds are provided 
for transportation, o'f students to and from places for the purpose pf 
.work experiences, training in instructionaMaboratories; and in* other ^/ 
^ suc^ field trips required of or integral to the various^ instructional '\\ 
^ ^mponents^ of the educational program. Jn establishing thfi schedule of 
^standard and variable pupil transportatioAcosts or cost factors fpr^the 
purpose of allotting funds under this section, .the State Board is; 
' without limiting the^generality of the foregoing, authorized to copsider,^ 
facts and circumstances such as the number and density .of 1f)upifs 
transported in *the local unit and' the areas therein served, oy school 
busses, the suitability of school bus routes in the local unit, the 
suitability of the type and number of husses in the local unit^ minimum 
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, bus load^, transportation surveys, cost of transportation equipment and 
^depreciation schedules therefor, the sch^ule of minimum salaries for 
* schoo^ bus divers established in accordance with subsection (b) of this 
section, ther num^ber of school bus drivers allotted to the local unit, 
maintehaiice, repair and operating cOsts pf transportation equipment, 
climate ^nd terrain, conditipn of roads used for the puipose^ of 
^^ranspojting pupils in the local unit, cost bfiLitulity insurance, cost of 
safety instruction and training for both bus drivers and students and 
such other facts and circumstances as the State Board may find to be 
relevant for the purpose of establishing ^.uch schedules and cost factors. 
The State Board shall have aiithority .to establish minimum^ 
requirements and standards respecting^use of funds allotted under this 
section. 

(b) The St&te Board shall establish a schedule of uniform minimum 
salaries that shall be paid by local units to drivers of school busses, 
regardless of tvpe of ownership, which shall be not less than $200 per 
^month for l^^onths. The minimum salary schedule shall not apply to 
drivers of cars and other vehicles not designated as school busses. 
County, area school, or independent systems shall not pay to any-bus 
driver in its ^pioyTtient a salary less than that prescribed by the 
uniform^ mimmum salary schedule, but shall have the authority to 
supplement tthe salary of a bus driver emphoyed by the county, area 

' sphool, or independent.s^stem.^'Pijs expense of purchasing, maintaining 
and operating such buSses, regardless of type of ownership, shall not be 
considered in establishing the schedule of uniform minimum salaries for 
school bus drivers. The schedule of uniform minimum salaries shall be 
used as a standard cQst'item for the purpose of calculating the expense 
of pupH transportation under subsectjon (a) of this section. This section 
shall not apply to student or teacher drivers. 

(c) If, and. to the extent that, the State Board of Education obtains 
a State-bid price under provisions of section 32-66^ qn any standard 
item of equipment, supply or service used .or obtained by local units in 
connection with or as a result of providing transportation services to 
pupils attending the public schools of such local units, or on any other 
standard expense incurred by local units, the standard transportation 
cost or allowance Jo be attributed to such item or expense under 
provisions of subsection (a) of this section sjwll be based upon an 
amount not in excess of the State-bid price On such item or expense. 

^ (d) Pupils who live beyond one and one-half miles from the school 
to which they are assigned, according to the near;0^t practical route by^ 
school bus, shall be eligible to be counted as transported pupils for the 
purpose of calculating that portion^ .of the exp'ense of pupil 

transportation .associated with transporting pupils from home to school^ 



ana from school to home as authorized^,4.mdex subsection of this 
section,. provided such f)upils are actually transported to such school by 
sojjool bus or pther veTiicle mad,e available for this purpose by the local 
^ unit bf administiltion. Any pupil wfto resides withifi the said mileage 
limitatioij shall not be eligible to be counted for school transportation 
State-aid purptses with the exception of handicapped students "being 
transportecl to special programs. 

(e).^The State .Roard of Education is aifthorized to establish 
ftiinimum specifications for vehicles used 6> local units for the purpose 
of transporting pupils to^the'public schools of the local unit, taking into 
account the facts and circumstances set forth in subsection (a) above, 
and is aythorized to establish minimum standards and requirements 
xespeeting*maintenahce, repjair, inspection and use of such vehicles and 
minimum quafificatians /oj* drivers of such vehicles, and all vehicles 
jused and drivers employed for such purposes by local units, regardless 
of type'Df ownership of such vehicles, shajl conform to such 
specifications, standards, req^uirements and qualifications. Provided, 
however, that the State Board of Education shall require, monitor and 
Jl^fund a program pf safety instruction in the practices of safe riding and 
emergency bus .evacuation drills for both 'school bus drivert and 
stude'nts riding school busses. 

(0 The. State Board of Education shall have the authority to allot 
funds for the transportation of all schcJol age. children residing on 
Sapelo^Island to the mainland of the State for the purpose of attending 
school on the mainland. \ * . * 

, (g) The State Board of Education shall adoprpolicies^ procedures, 
regulations and other such requirements for the transportation and for 
the payment of air transportation costs, as described, defined and 
authorized Jn subsections (a), (b), (c), (d) and (e) of thif section, for all 
the children wrth special needs identified by the various local units Of 
administration, further, the State Board of Education shall allot funds 
to local' units of administration fqr transportation costs for those 
children auAhorized by said loc&l uhit of administration to atten^d' 
schools and programs of other local units of administratioji or when 
deemed necessary for adequate educational services. 

(h) The State Board of Educatioit is further directed and authorized 
to adopt policies and regulations relativcito the use of minib^sses for 
the transportation of students with special needs, . \^ * 
' (i) Notwithstanding the foregoing prqvisions of this S(3ction, funds, 
tq. pay the expenses of pupil 'trarisgott^tion shall be paid to an 
independent school system only wh^^^u'ch fundyare requested by the 
board of education of such indepeir^iiDtl} schoc>Psy'stem. The funds for 
the expenses of pupil transpqrta|ten be requested by the boafd of 
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education of the independent school system in its budget prepared 
pursuant to Section 6*6 of this Act, and if not budgeted therein, no* 

^expenses for pupil transportation shairbe payable^o th^ independent 
school system for the fiscal year cWered by such budget.lNo pi:ovision 
of tKis Section 'or any other provision of this Act shall be construed to 
require the board of education of any independent school system to 

^ fumish^pupil transportation services within such school system. 

32-625a.l Isolated schools; allotment of additional teachers, 
pe/sonnfel and i^uitOs ' - , . 

The State Board of Education sl>all annually allot additional teachers 
and other certificated professional^ personnel, ^ and additional funds^ 
needed for the purpose of paying the salaries of such personnel and 
funds provided for herein, based upon the, allotment of instructional 
uTrits, to local units of administration as may be necessary io assist local 
units in^operating 'elementary and secondary schools which are, 
pursuan^t to provisions of this Sei^tion and regulations^ and standards 
prescribed by the State Board, classified as being "isolated schools'', in 
suctKnanner as fo provide piy)ils attending such "isolated schools'' an 
acJequate program jof education essentially comparable to that*provided 
t)upils attending public schools rrot coming within this classification. 
Any school with grades 1 through 12 classified by the St^te Board of 
Education; pursuant to heretofore existing law, as an "isolated school** 
on January 1, 1974, shall have a minimum of 9 Stat^ allotted teachers. 
Any school With grades 1 through 7 classified by the State "Bpard of 
Edifcation, pursuant to^heretofore existing law, as an "isolated school" 
00 January 1 , 1974, shall have a minimum of 7 State allotted teachers. 
In addition' to the isolated schools provided for herein, an "isolated 
school;" shall mean an eleMentary or secondary public*^ school which 
meets such standards or characteristics of isolation as shall be 
prescribed from time to time by the State Board of Education based 
upon ^consideration jOf factors such as size of the school, school 
popujatioa density, surrounding road conditions to include distance by 
the nearest passable ro^ad to another appropriate school, time required 
for transporting such pupils to another appropriate school, climatic and 
geographical conditions, and si^ch other similar factors as the Board 
may, in *its discretion, find rj^levant for the purpose of classifying a 
school as being isolated within the meaning of.this-Section. No local 
unit of administration shall be entitled to receive additional allotments 
pf teachers, other personnel or State funds under provisions of this 
Section unless the local unit shall, at such time before the beginning of 
eadh school year /or which such allotments are desired as the State 
Bpard^may I prescribe^ ipke application to the State Board for 
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*Classification*of a particular school or schools as **isolated" within th^ 
meaning .of this^ Section, and submit to the State Board such ptoofs of 
isolation ks the Board may require. Whether or not any schoaHhalibe 
termed an "isolated school" within the meaning of this Section,' and 
regulations afid standards prescribed by the State Board for this 
purpose, shill be a matter for detemiination by. the State Board, W 
such determination shall, in .the abseJ^ce of a clear abuse of discretion, 
be ^ final and conclusive. The State Board tfhall have aythority to. 
establish minimum requirements and standards respecting utilization of 
additional teachers and fifnds allotted under this Section. 

32-d26a Public librari^fs 

(a)_ The State Board of Education shall annually determine 'and 
request of the- General Assembly the amount of funds needed^ for 
county and regional public libraries of the State.- This request shall 

' include, but not be limited to, funds to provide library -books and 
materials, salaries and travel for professional librariarts, capital outlay 
for public library construction, and maintenance ^nd operation. The 
amount for library books and n^aterikls shall be not less than 35 cents 
per pe!rson. Funds^for the purpose, of paying the salaries of librarians 
allotted shall be ir>^ccordance with regulations estalslished by the State 

Jgpard'^and' the St^te minimum salary schedule for. teachers, and other 

^certificated professional personnel. Public library funds shall be 
apportioned to county and regjonal public libraries in proportion to the 
afea. and population to be served by such libraries in accordance with 
regulations and minimum public library requireiftenta prescribed by the 

"St^te Board. All such funds shall be distributed directly to the regional 
oj county library hoards. 

I (h) The State Board. of Education shall further make adequate, 
provisions for staff, supplies, services, and faeilitiSs to operate and 
maintain ^„ special media equipment to mefet tl?e libr^jry needs of 
Georgia'^ blind ahd handicapped citizens. / 

(c) ^ The State Board of Education shal further provide the staff, 
Materials, equipment, and supplies to provide a book lending and'' 
infbrmatibn servise to all county and regional public libraries in the 
State and to coordinate interlibraiV cooperation and interchange of 
materials and information among all types of libraries. 

(d) The State Board of Education is further authorized . and' 
empowered ai the sole agency to receive FedeVal funds allotted to , 
Georgia ilnder Acts of Congress approj)riating Federal funds for public 
libraries. , ^ • ^ v 

(e) The State Board of Education shall adopt policief" and 
regulations, ta implement this; Secrton. ^ ^ 



32-627a ^ ucational television 

(a) The^tate Board o.f EduC^tior^l'all annually deternjine the cost 
of operating and maintaining the Statewide network of public school • 
educatiorrai television stations, the Statewide cost of programming and 
the Statewide cost of production and purchase of video tapes and other 
materials used in the Statewide public.'schuol eduLutional .television 
^urogram. Such Statewide costs, as determined by the Board, shrall be 

entirely from State fufids and shall not be considered in 
determining local units of adrumistrations' share of the cost of ( 
supportiiig the Adequate Progranj for Education in'Georgia. 

(b) The State Board Cf Education shall further authorize, establish 
and implement an EducationaJ^ Television Advisory Council for the 
purpose of developing Iqdjjxommending a c9|nprefeensive plan to^he 
Stale feo^ard of Education. Such plan shall include, but not be limited 
to, reviewing' the jj-tiUzatiori of educational, television for both 



instructional and public, broadcasting purposes, the expq^sion of service 
ana th^urchase and/or construction of facilities pr equipfnenh^ 

' IV. COOPERATIVE EDUCATION SERVIp AGENCIES ^ 

32-628a^ Purpose and*objectives" 1 *' - 

The purpose of this Patt is to establish cooperative educational ser- 
vice agencies for the purposeorf sharing services which are designed <o 
improve the effectiveness qC the educational programs of member local 
schoo l syst^s. / - 



32-62^a Definitions T 
' Th^ following words and terms, \yhen used in this P.art shall have the 
following meanings unless the context clearly requires a different 
meaning. 

(a) -*A "cooperative education service, area,.'' hereinafter referred to 
as "service area'/' means a geographical area which shall contain more 
than a single county and tvhich can be ef/ectively and efficieiitly served 
,by a single agency .designed share services across Ipcal school system 
lihfis.:^ V 

(b) " A ''cooperative educational service agency," hereinafter referred 
to as "CESA/' means the agency designed to provide and administer 
services and programs that' cross local schooj system lines witWn the 
service area. ' ^ ^ \ ^ 

(c) "Cooperative educational Service agency sfaff," hereinafter 
referred to as "staff," means' the persons employed by a single CESA. 

(d) "LocaT^chool system" tneans ajiiy county or independent 
sc*hool system of Georgia. 

o . — , 23 - 



^2-630a Cooperative educ^tiorr^ej;yice areas / 
The State Board of Edupati^^n shall establish service areaS designed to 
'provide the service needs 'of ^ll'of the Staters existing loc^l school 
systems. The initial establishn\fent of co^erative educational service, 
areas shall be substantially withiji the framework of the standard 
<fist|Tcts for the administration and planning of .State ancT Federal^ 
proems, as approved on August ^ 1971, by the State Planning anA^ 
Community Affairs Policy Board. ' * ' ^ 

32-631 a .Establishment of CooperaUve Educational Service Agencies' 
The State Board of Education shall adopt rules, regulations, 
^procedures, standards and criteria for the establishment and operation 
of CESA's^and shall establish a CE^Ajo serve the local school systems 
within each service area in accordanc^wijth these rul^^^regulations, 
procedures, standards and criteria. 

32-632a Board of control / 
(5) Each CESA shall be .governed by a board of con trol. Each such 
board of corftrol shall be composed of a local school system board; 
member or the sy*;fem superintendent fe. designated by -'each 
participating member local school system bbird of ecjiication. The 
board of control shall, elect >from its m|rhbership a chairman, 
vice-chairman arid any other officers needed tq'functipn effectively. 
The ,CESA director, provided for by section ^32H633a, shall serve as 
secretary 'and executive officer to the board of Jpntrol, but he shall not 
ybe a voting member thereof. , V 

(b) All laws and the policies and regulations of the Staje Board of 
Education applicable to lo^al school' systems and locaf school system 
boards of edflcatfon shall be applicable to CESA 's and their boards of 
control, unless explicitly stated otherwise in this Paft. No 'board of 
cony*ol shalLhold titje to real property or levy or collect any taxes. No 
board of control shall expend or contract to expend a'rly funds beyond 
thQ dmount-of funds that the board of control is legally authorized to 
receive and' will, in fact, receive. Each board of cont^l Shall submit an 
annual report and ah annual budget to the State Board of Education; in 
the manner prescribed by the State Board of£ducation, for review and 
approval. _ „v ^ ^ 

(c) The— State^ Board of Education shall be, responsible ffbr 
determining Jhat th> acrivities of each CE%\ and its' board of control 
conform to' both Constitutional and State laws, as well as the policies 
and- regulations of the State Board^ of Education. The State 
Superintendent oY Schools will prepare an annual report to the General 
Assembly, giving an assessment oPthe status and achievements of the 
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• shared service programs in the State. • ^ <^ . 

(d) Boards 0/ controLshall determine needs 'of^school childxAi in 
* •the area served by each CESA, establish priorities from those needs, and 

allocate resources accordingly. Boards of control shall annually review 
the ^gress and cost efficiency of CESA > in terms of their success and 
efficiency in meeting prioritises. Efficiencf'shall be .^ceessed b> relating 
. outputs, to doll'dr inputs. Boards of control shall determine' the 
procedures and activities of each CESA as related to the achievement of 
locally established objectives. Boards of control shall likc*wise establish 
job descriptions, personnel qualifictitions, scales and work 

schedules in terrrts of locayy established priorities. 

(e) The State Board @f Education shall be^ responsible for 
, developing procedures which shall maintain existing shared service to 
»k)cal school systems which are being transferred from an existing shared 
service, project into a newfy formed'CESA. The boards of directors^.of 
shared service projects existing on June 30, 1972, shall be respojisible 
for the assignment of and/or transfer of programs, personnel, 
equipment^ mat(uu^l>>^^nc! .property assigned to exisririg' shared service 
projects, and tTie State Board of Education shall hea^ any unresolved 
claims of local school systems which arise. The decision of the State 
Board of Education shall be final. 

32-633a • Director f . / 

Each board of control shall appoint and contract with a direct6r who^ 
shall be the administrative and professional head of, the CfiSA. The 
director shall be responsible Tor the administration of 'programs and 
services approved by the 6oaVd of control and shall be the fiscal agent 
of said board. ' - ' 

\^32^4a Member school system ^ / t 

All local school systems located within a service area mw^becoVne a 
member of the CESA serving that area, but a 1ocahscho^s>^stem shall 
not be considered a member of the CESA*unless it i,s paniciptiting in 
one or more of the CESA's service progranifi or the local sc lool system 
bbard of education has expressed its intent that the local school system 
plans to participate in one or more programs in th^rneSTTutUre, 

32-635a CESA staff * 

The CESA staff shall consist of thos$? individuals authorized hf the 
board of control to provide those services desired by the member 
systems. , . ' - 

32-636a • Financing CESA's * • ' 

• The Stdte Board shall grant S90,000 'to crach CESA for basic 
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operating experises. In ^addition to these basic grants, t^e State Board 
, shall allocate annually not less than $2 millionjin'the aggregate to the 
individual, CESA's on the basis of need. Policjes= regulations ^^ind 
procedures for de^termining said need shall be established by th^ State 
Board of Education: All ot^er financing will be based on contracts to 
supply service programs to riiember local school systems. The funds for 
these service programs, upon a contract approval basis, may be derived 
from local, State, Federal pr privatesources. A CESA may-not receive 
directly from* the State Board of BfJTcation any State funds originally 
intended or directed b/ this Chapter to local units of administra^en: 
Provided, however, that upon the ^official request of a local unit of 
administration, the State Board of Education may send directly to a 
. CESA any funds allocated to the local unit of administration. 

, ^/ V. GRANTS TO LOCAL UNITS FOR OPERATION OF 
EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 

32-637a Allotment of teachers ai;»3^ertified pr6fessioualj)ersonjiel; 
amount<of funds needed for payment of salaries 

(a) -The State Board of Education' shall annually allot teachers to 
local *uri|s of administration as provided in sections 32-6 lOa and 
32-612a.. Such allotment shall be>based on projected average- daily 
attendance fof the first four months of the school year made under 
rules adopted -by, the State Board of Education designed to project the 
average daily attendance for individual school systems, adjusted as 
provided for in section, 32-642a: Provided,' however, that during the 
next* school year, the amount of fiinds distributed to any local unit for 
this^purpose sh^l| not be in exc^ of the amount -actually^ required by 
the local Unit for payment of Claries of teachers actQally employed by 
the loc^l unit of administration. The anfount of funds needed by a locaf 
unit tb^ay salaries of teachers shall be det-ermined off a 10-months' 
baiis' in accordance with the State- minimunt salary schedule prov(ded 
for in sectiop 32-^56a. The State Board of Education i§ authorized to 
prescribe uniform requirements and- minimum standards, respecting 
utiiizafion of State-allotted teachers in public^ elementary aAd 
secondary schools' of local units df admihistration: Provided;' how^vef, 
|n the event that the General Assembly , shall appropriate additional 
funds which are line-itemed for reducing the pupil-teacher ratio in any 
grade or grades, the' allotment, figures contained in this section shall be 
construed no be reduced to the figure^ contained in such line-item 
appropriation. \ ' ' 

_ (b) The State Board of Education shall annually allot other 
certificated professional personnel to local units of administration as^ 



provided in sections 32-620a and 32-62 la. Such allotment shall be 
based on the projected ADA ^r the first four months of the school 
year, adjuste4 as provided fpr in section 32-642a: Provided, however, 
tmi during the next school >ear the amount of funds distributed to any 
local' unit for this purpose shall not be in excess of the amount actually 
required by the local unit ft)rJ payment of salaiies of certificalJed 
professional personnel actually employed by the local units of 
administration. The amount of funds needed by a local unit to pay the 
salaries of certificated professional personnel shall be determined on a 
l(J-months' b,asis in^accordance with the State minimum salary schedule 
provided for in section 32-656a. The State Board of Education il; 
'^authorized to prescribe uniform requirements and minimum standards, 
respecting utilization of State-allotted professional personnel. 

32-637a.l Determination of average ^aily attendance; permissible 
exclusion 

-Whenever the -State Boariir.^f Education detem the Average 
Daily Attendance under the provisions of this Acf^y basTng its 
calculations upon Average Daily Attendance during a fixed number of 
months, the Board may exclude from such calculations any month 
during which the Average Daily Attendance was more than 15 percent 
lower than the Average Daily Attendance for the^ remainder of the 
period used as a base for their projection. 

32-638a Calculated cost of instructional services 

(a) The total amount of funds needed by a local unit of 
administration in order to provide ^the instructional services assured 
under^the A^efquate Program for Education in Georgia, as contejnplated 
by provisions of this Chapter, shall be deem^ed to be the sum arrive'dat 
by adding the amount of funds, calculated in the manner projS'ided for 
in this Chapter ijeeded by the local unit of administration for th% 
* following purposes: . ^ 

(1) payment for providing special education programs to mee't the 
special needs of children as provided fdr ift Section 32-605a; - 

(2) payment of preschool program expenses as provided for in 
Sec.tion 32-607a; 

(3) payment of salaries of instructional personnel as provfded for in 
section^32-605a^32-610aand32-612a; . * ^ 

' (4) purchase of instructional media as provided for in section 
3^613a; , , ' , ^ ^ 

(5) purchase and repair of instructional equipment as provided for 
in.sectiont32-614a; ' ^ 

payment of maintenance md. operation expenses as provided 
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for in section 32-6 1 5a; 

(7) payment of sick and personal leave expenses as provided for in 
section 3 2-6 16a; 

(8) payment of travel expenses as provided for in section 32-6 17a;* 

(9) payment of salaries of student services supportive personnel as 
provided for in section 32-620a; 

(10) payment of salaries of admmistrative and superv44><ii^ personnel 
as provided for in section 32^62 la; 

(l l) payment of salaries oC clerical personnel as provided for in 
^ectiofi 32-624a; ' ^ ' 

(12) payment of expenses of pupil transportation as provided for in 
section 32-625a; and' 

(13) payjnent of expenses for isolated schools as provided by section 
32-625a.l. 

(b) The sum arrived at in the manner provided above shall be 
•known as the ^calculated cost of instructioiraj services under the 
Adequate Prbgram fqi^Educatioft in_Georgia^ for a local unit of^ 
.administration. The amount of State funds which sHlD^ralRcaTeato'" 
each local unit of administration in support of such program by the 
State Board* of Education shall be the sum determined above as the 
calculated cost of providing an Adequate Program for Education in 
Georgia in the local unit in support of.said program, less an amount 
which shall be determined in accordance with the financial ability of 
the local unit calculated in Ihe manner as provided for in section 
32-639a. . ^ 

32-639a Calculation according to local financial ability of amount 
required for local support of the Adequate Program for Education in 
Georgia 

(a) The State Board of Education ^shall calculate annually the 
amount of funds that each local unit qf administration shall be required 
to raisie to support its Adequate Program for* Education in Georgia. 
Effective for the 1975-76 school year, beginning July i; 1975, and for 
each year thereafter, the amount pf such funds to be raised by each 
local , unit of administration shall be calculated by multiplying the 
follOv^^irrg by a percentage factbr selected to produce a Statewide 
requfred local effort (f{ at leas't ^578^00.000 but no morg than 
$78,600,000: I ^ 

(1) For each county and independent school system, Oie percentage 
factor shall be applied to tlie total equalized* adjusted school -property, 
tax digest of each system. . 

(2) For an area sclool. .system, the percentage factor shall be 
applied' to the total ^equalized adjusted school propert>; tax digest of 



property located within such artL school system. ^ 

(b) The amounts determinedSn accordance with the provisions of 
subsection (a) of this section shall be the amounts to be raised by each 
local^unit of administration in support of the Adequate Program for 
Education in Georgia. The amount of the costs-, of the Adequate 
Program for Education in Georgia remaining after deducting the total 
amount to be raised by all local units^of administration shall be paid, 
entirely/ from State or Federal funds. 

(c) Thev State Auditor shall furnish to the State Board of Education 
the sums of the current equalized adjusted schoohproperty tax digests 
in accordance with sections 92-7008 through 92-7012, relative to 
equalized adjusted school property tax digests as now or hereajter 
amended. The sums of the.current equalized adjusted school property 
tax digests, as shown on' the State* Auditor's Ratio Study Reports, 
which are due on November 15 imn^diately preceding the beginning of 
a school year shall be used to make the calculations required by 
subsection (a) of this section for each school year. 

- - \ 

32-640a Apportionment and distribution of Federal funds ^ 
AIL Federal funds received by the Sfate Board of Education for 
purposes contained withirt this Chapter shall be apportioned and 
distributed by the State Board in a manner consistent with this Chapter 
as additicMial aid to local school units in defraying the cost involvedin 
establishing and operating approved programs, subject to such rules and 
regulations' as may be prescribed by the State Board of Education and 
in accotdance with the approved State plan for such programs, where 
applicable. 

32-641a Additional allotment of State funds \ 
In addition to the foregoing provisions of this Chapter, the $tate 
Board of Education shall or may, as the case may be, allot additional 
funds to local units of administration for purposes provided for in 
subsequent sections of this Chapter to the extent that funds may be ' 
appropriated by the^ General Assembly for stJctT^ufppses,, When 
additional funds are allotted fo local units /or purposes hereafter 
provided for, local units of administration shal( provide local funds to 
match the State allotment of funds to the extent and in the manner 
provided in the subsequent sections of this Chapter. 

32-642a Mid-term adjustment of allotments of personnel and State 
funds 

.The State Board shall require submission of official reports of^ 
attendance of pupils by local units of administration during the current 
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school year. Whenever the official attendance reports of any local unit 
shall show an rncrease in average daily attendatice of pupils during the 
current "school year, the State Board of Education shall, at least 
semiannually during such school' year, increase the State contribute^ 
adequate program foi; education funds allotted to such local unit art -the 
beginning of the currei^t school year under sections 32-610a,> 32-6 12a, 
32-613a, 32«614a, 32-615a, 32-61 6a, ^32-620a, 32-621a, and 32-624a, 
in proportion to the current increase m average daily attendance of 
pupils in the local unit and in accordance with the provisions of this 
Chapter. The State Board shall, at the beginning of each fiscal school 
year, set aside from the total appropriation for educationvd purposes an 
' amount of money deemed sufficient to meet the needs of such 
* midterm adjustments. * * ' 

32-643ia Funds needed to provide electronic data processing services 
to local school systems 

The State Board of Education through the Departme'nt of 
Administrative Services shall have authority to develop, in conjunction 
with locaJ school systems, electronic data processing services in one or 
more geo^^phical areas as designnated by the State Board of Educatiofi. 
Funds apbropriated for these services ma> be expended to^ implement 
this section. * 

32-644a Operation of summer school education progranjs byjocal 
.units;.Staieaid ' t » . ^ 

' The be ard of education of any local unit of administration may, in 
discretion, provide^ for continued operation of one or more public 
chdols of the local unit for a period of time beyond the normal school 
hsLT provided for in this Chapter for the purpose of prcjviding siJmmer 
'school education programs, to include remedial programs, continuation 
of prescribed school programs, enrichment school programs beyond 
prescribed school programs, accelerated school programs for gifted 
pupils,*fVOcational school programs, .special programs of ediii^artion 
enumerated or coming within the scope of provisions of section 
32-609a, and such other education programs as may be approved by the 
State Board: Provided, however, thai all^such programs shall meet and 
be offered in accordance with miftmium standards, requirements and 
criteria as may be prescribejkfiy the State Board. Teachers and other 
pro/essional school personnel employed full time or part time during 
such period shall be paid additional salary based on the State minimum 
monthly salary schedule in proportion to the time and services rendered 
by such personnel. No additional' ^tate 'funds shall be allotted to locaf 
units iji support of such programs unless specific provision is^m^de 
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therefor by the State Board. The State Board of Education is hereby 
authorized, to the extent that funds may be ^available, to allot 
additional State funds to local units in support of all or any one or 
more of such sjummer school education programs. The extent to which 
additional State funds may be allotted local units in support of any one 
or more of such pr;pgrams shall be determine^ by. the State Board, but 
shall not in any event exceed the ratio of State funds to loc^l funds 
made available to the local unit during the preceding school year in 
support of the calculated cost of providing an adequate program for 
education in the local unit dunng that, school year. The State Board is 
authorized to determine the relative ni^d for establishment of any one 
or more of the various summer school education programs enumerated 
above, <o establish priorities for implementation of such programs, and 
to allot funds available for this purpose ta local units of administration 
in support of those programs wh|,ch the State Bo^rd may, in its 
discretion, deem to be fnost %>rthy of State finaticial support. 

32-645a Year-round op^^tion of schools ' - ^ ' 

(a) H is declared to be' a policy of the State of Georgia that every 
effort is to be made to utilize currently available educational Tacilities 
and equipment on a year-round basis.. ' 

(b) The State Board of Education shall certify' that a local unit of 
administration has a year-round operation for one or more grade levels 
(or equivalerft age levels) for any educational program as provided for in 
sections 32-604a through 32-609a and sections 32-6 18a and 3>6]9a; 

7*~^*^kJ^ich meet the following criteria: , ^ - ^ 

(1) that ^j[ie operation of the program is for 220 official attendance 
days or more constituting four quarters or any plan for year-round 
operation approved by the State Board of Education: 

(2) that for a studet^'s first 165 or more days constituting three 
quarters or an equivalent plan approved by the State Board of 
•Education, attendance shall be on a tuition fre^ basis; and 

(3) that the program is offered, for all official attendance days in 
accordance with minimim'i standards, i;equir^ments and criteria as may 
.be prescribed by the State Board. I 

(c) The allotment of instructionah^miis and certified professional 
supportiv?>4?rsonnel to a local unit of administration as provide,d for in' 
sections 32r610a, 32-6l2a, 32-6!20a and 32-621a for any portion of a 
pp^ram of a local unit which is certified by the State Board being 
operated oh a yeaV-round basis undei' this^ection shalJ be funded in 
accordance with the folJowing procedure: 

Add 'to the adjusted average daily attendance computed under 
section 32-637a a number equal to the number of studenft enrolled for 
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not less than 90 official attendance days during the fiscal year who do 
not attend during the period -used in making the computation provided 
for in section 32-637a. ... • ' 

(d) The State Board of Education, shall have the authority to 
prescribe minimum requirements and standards for th^ distribution, use 
yand expenditure of funds allotted under this ^se'ction: Provided, 
powever, that upon implementation of this section on a Statewide basis 
oi^ in any particular local unit of atfrfi1?iistration, State funds shall be 
made available to all loc«al units or to the particular local unit, as the 
case may be, for such purposes on the same basis and at the same ratio 
at which State funds were made available to thejocal unit in support of 
Uhe calculated cost' of providing an adequate program for education in 
the local unit for students enrolled and attending 180 officiali^J^ 
attendance days during a fiscal year. ^ 

32-646^ Reduction in allotment of State funds due to inadequate 
appropriation . , ' 

The State board of Education shall, to the extent necessary, reduce 
the amount of State ^fund^ tC be alloc^^d to local units ih support of 
the Adequate Program for Education fl|Georgia or in support of any of 
th^ purposes for which State funds^might be^ allotted to local units 
un^er provisions of this Chapter, if the amount of State funds 
appropriated in support of said program or in support of any one or 
more of the purposes for which allotments of funds are hereby 
.provided for is not adequate to finance the cost of tTie State portion of ^ 
said prftgram or ^sucfi purposes determined in accordance with the 
provisions of this Chapter. 

. .1 " "^jjl. DISTRICT POWfiR EQUALIZATION . ^ - 

32-647a Equalizing fund for local units of administration 
(a) The State Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed 
to establish qn equalizing fund whereby S'tate fiind^, in addition to the 
amounts otherwise provided for by this Chaprfr. shall be payable to * 
certain local units of administration .qualifying for such equalizing 
funds, as hereinafter provided. " r' ^ 

For the purposes of this section: tO the guaranteed valuation 
school (iistrict shall be the School district ranking at the 90th percentile 
in^ollars of assessed valuation per student' in average Maily attendance 
bSed on J\0 percent of the equalized adjusted school property tax 
digests of the local units of administration, and (2) each local unit of ^ 
admin istraf ion having an assessed valuation per student in average daily 
attendance, based dTi 40 percent of sucb Jocal unites equalized 




adjusted sclkrol property tax. digest, ranking below said 90th percentile 
shall constitute a qualified local unit of administration for the purpose 
of receiving equalizing funds. * 

(c) Each qualified local unit of administration shall select annually 
its amount of expenditure per student in average dair>^ attendance, in 
addition to its required local support pursuant to section 32-639a, if 
any, and 60 days prior to the beginning of each fiscal school year shall 
report said amount to the State Boafd'of Education. Fpr the purposes 
•of receiving equalizing funds, as^hereinafter provide^^he selected per 
student in average daily attendance expenditure amouh^^for any 
qualified local unit of administration shall not exceed SI 00 or 125 per- 
cent of the amount for'the immediately preceding fiscal school year, 
whichever is greater. 

' (d) . The amount of equalizing funds payable to each qualified local 
unit of" administration shall be calculated by the State Board of 
Education as follows: ; ^ 

(1) Determine the effective tax millage*rate necessary to raise the 
local unit of administration's selected amount of expenditure^ per 
student in average daily attendance on the basis of the guaranteed 
valuation school district; 

(2) apply the effective tax millage rate determined under paragraph 
(1) to the local unit of admrnistra^tipn's assessed valuation per student 
in average daily attendance, based or^40 percent of the local unit of^ 
administration's equalized adjusted school property tax digest; 

(3) substract the amount derived under paragraph (2) from the 
local unit 61^ administration's selected amount of expenditure per 
student in average daily attendance, and multiply the result by the 
num^r of sti^dents in average daily attendance of the local unit of^ 
administration^ 

(e) The amount of equalizing funds payable to a qualified local unit 
of administration pursuant to subsection (d) of this section shall be 
reduced for each such local unit of administration failing to actually ' 
raise its selected amount of expenditure per student in average daily 
attendance. The amount of such reduction shall be in proportion to the^ 
difference between/ the amount actually raised and the selected per 
student expenditure amount. 

(0 The State BoSfd of Education shall make, the calculations 
provided by this Section prior to the beginning of each fiscal school . 
year and shall pay to each* qualified local unit of administration 
one-twelfth',of its respective equalizing funds f6r each mortth of each 
fiscal school year.'The first eqi^alizing ftfnds shall be paid to qualified 
local units of administration during the 1974-75 fiscal school year, but 
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calculations for such equalizing funds shall be based, on ^data for the 
1973-74 fiscal school year. For the, purposes of such calculations, the 
selected per student in average daily attendance expenditure amount of 
each qualified local unit of admin isf ration shall be the amount per 
student, in addition to required local effort ,piirsuant to section 
32-639a, .actually raised by such local \mits of administration durirtg the 
1973-74 fiscal school year. Thereafter, calculations for equalizing funcjs 
shall be based on data for the immediately preceding fiscal school year, 
except for the selected amount 6f expenditure per student in average 
daily attendance which shall bte based on the current fiscal school year. 
* (g) As used 4n this section: ' . * ' 

, (1) students in average daily attendance means the average daily 
attendance for the first official 80 days of the local unij. of 
administration's resident students and students attending the local 
unit's schools pursuant to a cpntract having a term of 25 years or more, 
and ' . , - 

(2) equalized adjusted school property tax digests furnished to the 
State Board of Education pursuant to subs^ection (c) of section 
32-639^, and ' . , 

^ (3) effective tax millage means that millage applied to 40 percent 
of' the equalized adjusted school property tax digest of the applicable 
school district. ; . . - , ^ 

(h) In the event sufficient funds are not appropriated to the State 
Board of Education to pay the full amount of equalizing funds payable 
to each qualified local unit of administratioh, as provided herein, the* 
State Board shall determine the school district below the ninetieth 
percentile h1 dollars of assessed valuation per-student in average daily 
attendance based 'on 40 percent of the equalized adjusted school 
property^tax digest of the local units of administration to which lo'cal 
units can be equalized by the funds which are available and Jhis school 
district shall be the guaranteed valuation school district for the purpose* 
of this section for current fiscal year. v 

(i) The State-Board of Education is hereby authorized and directed 
" to adopt and promulgate such rules and regulations as said board deems 

necessary or desirable to implement and carry out the provisions of this 
section. f 

VII. CAPITAL OUTLaV FUNDS 

32-648a Allotment of capital outlay funds; rules, regulations, etc. 

(a) Capital outlay needs of local units of administration shall 
hereafter' be determined by the State Board, of Education on the basis 
of school system surveys, growth and developmem4)atterns within local 



units of administration, school plant surveys, and such other criteria as 
the St^itQ Board may, from time to time'i^nd in its discretion, prescribe 
and require to be, established on a current and long-range tJasis 
indicating present and anticipated future capital outlay ne^ds of the 
severial local units of administration.' S^^te capital outlay funds 
hereafter available for construction of capital facilities in or for the use 
of local units of administration shall be allotted to local units by the 
State Board on the basis of the respective current and l;5)ng-range capital 
outlay needs of the several local Units. The State Board ^hall, in 
devt^T?hining the amount of State capital outlay *funds to allotted to 
or on behalf of a local unit of administration, consider me financial 
ability'of the local unit, to furnish local capital outla> fundsf from any 
existing unused bonding capacity of the local unit and the Avillingness 
of the local unit to levy millage and Issua: loc^l bonds for capital outlay 
purposes.^The State Board is authorized to enter into contracts with 
local units of administration for allotment of.State capital outlay funds, 
^md for utilization of local capital outlay funds, in making provision for 
c6nstruction of capital facilities^needed by the local unit. The State 
Board of Education shall annually determine the facility needs of each 
school system for the next fiscal year and for four years thereafter. 

(b) ,Tiie provisions of any other law to the Contrary* 
.notwithstanding, each local unit of administration is hereby authorized- 
to accrue State (fapital outlay funds from year to year, up. to a 
maximum of 10 years, in qji^ler to effectuate the purposes of the capital 
facilities plan of each lotal unit of administration which has been 
approved by the State !^oard pf Education and which includes an 
assessment of needs relafpd to the modernization, renovation or 
replacement of inadequate ^pital facilities. 

(c) The term "capitaffacilities,'' as used in this Chapter, shall be 
deemed \to include buildings, fixtures^ and equipment necessary or 
desirable for the effective and efficient operation of the public schools 
and all facilities related or incidental thereto, ^vhich, witliout limiting 
the generality of the foregoing, shall be deemed to include classrooms, 
libraries, laboratories^ restrooms, equipment, rooms, offices,, teacher 
lounges, lunchrooms, lunch-assembly rooms, equipment and fixtures 
therefor, related exterior facilities, equipment and paving, and such 
other similar items as the State Board may^ in its discretion^ deem 
necessary for the effective and efficient operation of the public schools. 
The State Board is authorized to establish priorities for construction of 
%uch capital facilities for the purpose of making allotments of State 
capital outlay funds under the provisions of this section. Capital outlay 
funds may be allotted to local units of administration for the purpose 



of constructing, renovating, altering or enlarging capital facilities. 

(d) the State Board of Education may, in exercising its discretion 
in allotting capital outlay funds to locaK units under this section, 
consider the value to th? particular local unit of administration in 
consolidatirfg two or more schools within the local unit, or the value to 
two or more adjacent local units of administration in consolidating one 
or more schools located in each of the adjacbnt local units of 
administration provided the boards of education ol\the adjacent local 
units contract for the attendance of pupils at such consolidated school, 
as well as the need for such consplidations, and may allot funds for the 
purpose of providing facilities for such consolidated schools, 

(e) The State'Board of Education shall, notwithstanding any other 
provision of this Chapter but in aid of same, have authority, in its 
discretion, to establish uniform rules, r^l^tions, policies, standards, ^ 
requirernents and criteri|i respecting all rimtters" pertaining or relating to 
location, construction, equipping, opeiation, maintenance, use aVid 
consolidation of schools^ amd school facilities as may be reasonably 
necessary to assure effective, efficient and economical operation of the 

* schools and all phases of the public educations program, and shdll, for^ 
the* purposes of this section, consider such matters in making future 
allotments of capital outlay 'funds. Without in any way limiting the 
generality of the foregoing, such matters may include method, manner, . 
type and^ nunimum specifications for construction of such faciHlies and 
installation "of fixtures and equipment ther^n, amount of space to be 
pravided per pupil, number artd size of classrooms, areas to be served 
by such facilities, and such other matters as the State Board may 
consider important for such purposes. * » 

_ (f) Irf the event any local unit of administration enters Into a lease 
contract with the State School Bmlding Authority or the Georgia Stat/^ 
Financing and Investment Commission for the use of facilities for the 
Authority or Commission pursuant to a commitment by the Statp • 
Board for future allotments of State capital outlay fund's, the State 
Bo^rd of Education, upon receipt of an executed copy oKsaid lease 
contract, is hereby authorized and directed to nronthly, qu^r^erly or 
annually pay to the Authority or Commission such part of such funds 
to be made available to the local unit of administration under this 

^ section as may be required to meet* the terms of such lease contract. , 
(g)^ Notwithstanding the foregoing provisions of this sectioT\/the 
State Board of Education shall hereafter annuJll^ allot *to or op, behalf 
oif each local unit of administration State capital outlay fands sufficient 
to meet commitments for allocation of State j:apital outlay funds 
entered into by and between the State Board of Education and the 

\ . ■ . 3 6, 

ERIC ■ ■ , • ,33 



boards of education of lo^ units of administration under the 1960-61 
State school building program. The State Board of Education shall 
make such allotmentis of -State capital outlay funds from any funds 
available toth^/State Board of Educatipn. ' - ' 

. VIII. PROGRAM STANDARDS, ASSESSMENTS AND 
IMPROVEMENTS 

32-649a Common minimum requirements for public schools 

(a) * The State^^oard of*Education shall establish ''common 
minimum requirqnents" which each public school facility mu^t meet in 
prder to be certified for use in any component of the educational or 
recreational programs of that#school. Such minimum requiremeiits shall 
include those provisions of law and/or State Board policy dn matters 
related to fire and physical safety, sanitation and health, includipg 
temperature and ventilation, minimum space, size and configuration for 
the various components of the instructional program, and construction 
stability, quality and suitability for intended uses. 

(b) The State" Board of Education shall adopt policies and 
procedures to ensure that each, school facility meets minimum 
standards as determined by State Bo^rd policy. 

(c) A proposed plan of action which includes -a list and description 
of each deficiency and time limits within which such deficiencies are to 
be corrected must be submitted to the State Board of Education for 
review and approval. Further, the State. Board shall have the authority, 
to withhold all or part of the State funds in sup'port of tHe provisions 
this Chapter from 'any unit of administration refusing or failing to 
implement the pla^i of actipn for deficiency remediation. approved by 
the State Board. " " . , 

32-650a Performance-based^ criteria for operation of instructiolW 
programs . • - . . , - ^ 

The State Board Sr Education shall establish performance-based 
criteria upon which the jnstructional program of each public school will 
be evaluated so as to assure, to the greatest extent possible, equal and' 
adiequate educational programs, curricula, course offerings, 
opportunities and facilities for all students of Georgia's public schools, 
and economy and efficiency in administration and operation of each 
local unit of administration and public schools therein. 

' 32-65 la Statewide assessment program, local assessment program, 
funds for the local program 

-^dCa) The State Board of Education shall adopt such instrume"nts, 
procedures and policies' as deemed necessary to assess the effectiveness 
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of the educational programs of the Sftate. Such assessments will be 
made at least once annually, at a minimum of thfee grade levels, and on 
a Statewide. basis. The State Board shall annually cause a readiness test 
to be administered early during a* child's first year in school. 

32-6S2a Training of public school administrators relative to 
prograni improvement, program improvement plan, program ^o improve 
instructional and system services 

(a)^ The State Board of Education shall provide an extensive and 
continuing training program for practicing public schpol administrators, 

\iycluding at least system superintdndents, school principals an^ 
instructional supervisors, which is designed to expand their knowledge 

•^and^ skills necessary to pkn and manage a systematic program to 
improve instructional and supportive, services. The State Board of 
Eduction shall be authorized to reimburse such administration for 
actual expenses which result directly from partigipating in this program, 
if th§ Board c^ms it to be necessary. The State Board shall be also 
authorized to reimburse the expense of supply teachers employed to 
directly or indirectly replace 3uch administrators, if the Board deems it 
to be necessary. . • / 

IX. POWERS AND DUTIES OF STATE BOARD OF 
EDUCATION, STATE SUPERINTENDENT OF SCH05lS 
^ AND LOCAL UNIT5 OF ADMINISTRATION 

32-6S3a Powecs and duties of the State Board of Education 
^ The State Board of Education shall adopt and prescribe all rules, 
regulations and policies required by provisions of this Chapter, ^d shall 
adopt and prescribe such other jules, regulations and policies aferhay be 
reasonably necessary or advisable for proper implementation", 
enforcement and carrying out of provisions'of this Chapter, and other 
. public school laws, or for assuring a more economical and efficient 
operatJofi of the public schools of this State, or any phase.of public 
" education in the' public schools of this State. The State Board shall 
establish and enforce minimum standards for operation of all phases of 
public school education in Georgia and for operation, of all .public 
^elementary and secondary schools and ^local units of school 
administration in Georgia so as to assure, "to the greatest extent 
- possible, equal and adequate educational programs, curricula, 9fferings, 
opportunities and facilities for all Georgians children and youth, and 
economy and efficiency in administration and operation of.public 
schools \nd public school systems throughout the State. The State 
Board shall have the power to perform all duties and to exercise all 
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responsibilities^ vested in it by provisions Of law for the improvement of 
prtiblic education in the public elementary and secondary schools of 
Geoi^gia. All rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted ''or 
prescribed by the State ^oard in carrying out the provisions of this^ Act 
and other school laws shall, if not in conflict therewith, have the full 
• ' force and effect of law. ^ 

32-654a Organization of the State Department of Education 
The State Board of- Education' is hereby autltorized, after 
consultatijaLXUl^tbie State Superintendent of Schools, to organize and 
reorganize tl\e State Department of Education and the various offices, 
"""omsions, sections and units thereof and to prescribe the duties,, 
functions and operations of each at such times and in such manner as 
the State Board may deem necessaiy or desirable for the more 
economical or effective organization, administration or functioning of, 
the department. ^ 

32-655a Certification and classification 

(a) C^tificatioii jnd classification of professional school personnel; 
revocation of certificates, definitions: The State Board of Education 

* sjiall^rovide, by^egulationrf for certifying and classifying all teachers 
and other certificated professional personnel employed in the public 
schools of this State, and no such personnel shall be employed in the 
public schools of this State unless they shall hold a certificate issued by 
the State Board certifying to his or her qualifications and classificatiqn 
in accordance with such regulations. The State Board shall establish 
such number of classifications of teachers and other certificated 
professional personnel as the b(^ard may, in its discretion,^ find 
reasonably necessary or desiraljle in .the operation of the public schools: 
Provided, however, that such classification shall be based only upon 
academic, technical find professional training and experience, and' 
competency of such personnel. The State Board is authorized to 
provide, by regulation, for revoking or denying certificates for good 
cause, after investigation is had and notice and hearing is provided^the 
certificate holder. The State Board shall, by regulation, define the term 
^^certificated professional personnel," as used in this Chapter, and shall 
Designate and define the various cl^sifications of professional personnel 

' employed in the public schools of this State that shall be required to be 
certificated '-under the provisions of thi^ section. Without limiting the 
generality ot'the foregoing, the term ''certificated professional 
personnel'* shall be deemed to include principals, insthictional 
supervisors, visiting teachers, school librarians, guidance counselors and 
county or regional librarians. 
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(b) Certification . and classification of paraprofessional School; 
Invocation of certificates; definitions: . 

^ (1)^ "licensed personnel" in this context includes paraprpfessionals 
^^fcuafli^ides; ^ • ^ ^ 
(2) "parapfofessional" i5 a .|^i§pn with less than professional-level 
certification who relates in rale and, function to a professional and who 
does a portion ofthe*pr9fessiojiars job or task under the supervision of 
a professional. Implied in the definition . is the fact that the 
paraprofessional has ^onH decision-making authorit>, limited and 
regulated-by their relationship with the professional; 
. (3) ''aide" i§ a person with less than professional training who takes 
no independent actions and \\^s jro decision-making authority, but 

' performs routine tasks assigned by higher certificated personnel, and, 
(4) "permitted personnel" do not qualify for a professional 
certificate, but will function in th^ education programs in the same 

^mariner as -certificated personnel. Such personnel qualify for their 
position on the basis a( experience rathej than formal education. The 
State Board of Education shall provide, by regulation and policy, for 
the classification of all licensed and permitted personnel employ,ed in 
the public schools of mis §^ate, and no such personnel shall be 
employed in the public/schools pf this State unless they, meet such 
minimum cri^ria a^creveloped by' the State Board of Education;. 
Provided, howevCTTTIiat siich classifications shall b,e based" only upon 
academic, technical and professional training and experience of such 
personnel. The State Board is authorized to provide, by regulation, for 
revoking or denying certificates for good cause, after investigation is 
had and notice an#hearing is provided to certificate holder. 

(c) After Jyly 1,. 1976, any person certified as a teacher, principals 
or guidance counselor pursuant to subsection (a) of this Section shall 

* have satisfactorily completed a course of five or more quarternours, 
, approved by the State Board of Education, in the identification and 
education of children who hav^ special educational need^s, or shall have 
satisfactorily completed an" equivalent preparation irr^ a staff 
development program* designed to assist -teachers, principals 'and 
guidance cpunsejors in- the identification and education of children who 
have special educational needs, -provided' such staff development 
program shall' have received prior approvial of the.-3ate Board of 
Education. As used herein, "children wha have 5p^Hal educational 
needs'' means such children as denned by ^ctiqn S.pf .this .A&t. Those 
teachers, principals and guidance counselors of»otfii^r.states who would 
be*employed and certified in Georgia schools but lat|c^ the requirement^ 
Of this provision shall have a period one year from date of- 



employment to obtain this prescribed training. Teachers already 

# (iertificatecj in Georgia shall have until ^their re-certification date or one 
year, whichever is greater, to comply with this Act. Anyone taking this 

* course shall receive credit toward certification and in step raises for this 
course. . ^ 

32-656a Schedule' of minimum salaries; supplementing salaries by 
. local units ' 

The State Board of Education shall establish a schedule of minimum 
salaries for services rendered which shall be on a 10-moiith basis and 
which shall be paid by local units of administration to the various 

, ^classifications of professional personnel required to be certificated by 
the State Board, 5aid minimum salary schedule shall be established on 

'\aiT index basis, and shall provide a minimum base salary for each 
classification of professioiial personnel required to be certificated, shall 
provide f6jTncre"ment increases above the minimum base salary of each 
classification of such personnel based upon the individual experience 
and length of' service of such personnel and such other uniformly, 
applicable factors as the State Board may, in its discretion, find relevant 
to the* establishment' of such a* schedule, and shall include an annual 
increase equ^^to or gje'&ter than the increase in the cost of living as 
determmed by the S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor 
Statistics until such tmie as Georgia teachers' salaries reach the national 

^ average: Provided,'however, that if the latest available revenue growth 
rate for Georgia is less thah the tost of living increase called for in this 
Section, the increase shall be not less than the cumulative revenue 
growth rate for Georgia' as reported by the G^rgia Department of 
Revenue through December 31 of the ^preceStmgSjat^ndar year.JSaid 
niininiijm^ salary schedule shall in all other respects be uniform, wim no 

^differentiation being made on the basis of subjects of grades taught. 
The State Board is' hereby authorized to modtfy and adjust the 
^minimum salary schedule at such times and in such manner as the* board ^ 
m^y, in its discretion, find reasonably necessary and advisable for the 
moT-e efficient operation of the public schpols of this State. An index 
salary schedule sh^l be construed to mean a type of salary schedule 
established upon a set of relationships respecting salaries to be paid 

* personnel accord|ng to various classifications, such relationships to be ^ 
" • expressed as ratios which are above or below an index value *of 100 to 
be attributed to certificated professional personnel with^ bachelor's 
de^ee and no experience. All^ State funds'^now or hereafter made 
•avftilabje to the State Board for the purpose of paying salaries of 
teachers or other certificated professional^ personnel employed by. local 
units of adminis*tration 5hall be made available ta local units and^to 
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such, personnel employed by them in accordance with the index 
schedule of minimum salaries. Local units of administration shall not 
pay to any teacher ar other certificated professional personnel in its 
employment a salary less than that prescribed by the index schedule of 
minimum salaries. Local units of administration may, however, 
supplement the salaries of such personnel, and in fixing the amount 
thereof may take .into^ consideration the , nature of "duties to be 
performed, the responsibility of the position held, the subject matter or 
grades jto be taught, and the experience and individual worth of the 
particular personnel whose salary is being supplemented. Supplements 
paid shall, in all other respects, be uniform. 

32-657a Required curriculum; instruction in municipal, county. 
State and Federal Governments; instruction in the essentials of the 
United States and Georgia histories and Constitutions 

All elementary and secondary schools which receive in any manner 
funds from the 'State shall provide the following course offerings and in 
.the manner prescribed by the State Board of Education, (a) The State 
Board of Education shall prescribe a course of study in the background, 
history and development of the Federal wd -State Governments. The 
course in the study of Federal and State Governments shall be 
supplemented in each high school by a study of the local and county 
and municipal governments. No student shall be eligible to receive a 
diploma from high school unless said student has successfully 
completed the course in government as provided for by this section. 

(b) The State Board of Education shall prescribe a course /of study 
in the history of the United States and in the history of Georgia, and in 
the essen^tials of the United States and Georgia Constitutions, including 
the study of American institutions and ideals to be offered at the high 
school leveli^^No student shall be eligible to. receive a diploma from a^ 
high school, unless said student has successfully completed the courses 
in history and Constitutions provided for by this section. 

32^S8a Public school year; public school day 

(a) Public elemental;!^ an(i secondary schools of this State receiving 
State aid under the provisions of this Chapter shall be operated so as to 
provide that each eligible student has access to no less than 180 school 
days of education. The State Board of Education shall define the 180 
days of §j^u cation and the length of school day ^within each fiscal school 
year. Each fiscal school year shall begin on the first day of July amj end 
on the fhirtieth day of June of the following* year. 
. G)) The provisions of this section *^r any other provfsion of this 
-Chapter to the contrary notwithstanding, when the President of the 



United States proclaims a National emergency, or when the Governor 
of the State of Geprgta proclaims a state of emergency, or when, 
because of disaster, civil disturbance or a shortage of vital and critical 
material, supplies or fuel, the continued operation of the pubttc schools 
. ' according to the definitions of school year, school month, or school 
/^day is irnpractical or impossible, then the State Board of Education 
\ shall have the power to authorize local boards of education to depart ^ 
from a strict interpretation of these definitions, and such departure 
need not be uniform throughout the State; it being the intent of this 
sentence to allow the continuation of public school education in this 
Statejunder the unusual conditions described herein. 

32-659a Stat^gency for surplus property; cooperative agreements 
The State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish and 
operate <^ ^tate agency for surplus property for the purpose of 
distributing surplus properties made available by the Federal 

. Government under the provisions of Public Law 152, 81st Congress, as 
amended, to institutions, organizations, agencies and others as may noW 
or hereafter be eligible to receive such surplus properties pursuant to ' 
applicable provisions of Federal Law'.TKe State Board of Education 
may enter into or authorize the State agency for^surplus property to 
enter into cooperative agreements with the Department of Health, 
.Education arid Welfare of the Federal Goyernment for the \ise of 
surplus properties by the State agency, and for provi(Jing administrative 
assistance in the transfer of title to real property from the Federal 
Government to institutions, organizations, agencies, and others as may 
now or hereafter be eligible to receive such properties pursuant to 

* applicable provisions of Federal law. 

32- 660a Powers and duties of the Sta^e Superintendent of Schools' , 
The State Superintendent of Schools shall be the executive officer of 

the State Board of Educatioft, the administrative officer of tfi^ State 
Department of Education, and Ish^ll be responsible for the 
administration' and enforcement^^ all provisions of this Chapter and 
other school laws in accordance with the provision of such laws and 
rule^, regulations, policies and standards adopted or prescribed by the 
State Board of Education for the implementation, adm'inist ration or 
enforcement of such laws. 

33- 661a Local units of school administration; eligibility to receive 
State funds 

All county* independent and area public school boards in this State, 
established pursuant to provisions of law, shall be local units of 
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administration for the purposes of this Chapter, except where other 
^ specific provisions are made. The qualifications, manner and time of 
selection, election or appointment," tenure. State compensation if 
provided for, and powers and duties of superintendents and members of 
boards of education of the severdj local units of administration shall be 
as prescribed by law. Provided, however., tPiat such superintendents and 
members of local boards of education shall comply with,^execute and 
enforce the provisions pf this Chapter and other school laws, and 
provisions of rules, regulations, policies and standards adopted by the 
State Board of Education pursuant thereto, in order to render Jhe 
respective local units of adtninisjration eligible to receive State .funds 
3^ under the provisions of this Chapter. 

32-662a Local units of school administration;^ employment of 
personnel / , > ^ 

(a) All teachers, principals, other certificated professional 
personnel, a^^d all other school personnel of local units of 
administration shall be employed by local boards of education on the 

. recommendation of the superintendeni of schools (if the local unit.. 
Milijmum qualifications for employment of alj schoorpersonnel may be 
prescribed by the State Board of Education u*nless otherwise provided 
by law. Employment contracts of teachers, principals, other certificated 
professional personnel shall be in writing and ^all be signed in 
duplicate *by such personnel on their own behalf and by the local 
superintendent of schools on behalf of the locaL board of education. 

(b) ,Any other provisions of this Chapter or any other laws to the 
* conlrary notwithstanding, local boards of education shall tender a new 
^ contract for the ensuing school y^ar to every teacher on the payroll of. 
^he local school system at the beginning of the preceding school'year, 

except teachers who have resigned or who have been terminated, by 
April 15 of each year oKnotify any such teacher that they are not^oing 
to rehire him for the ensJ^iing school year. The notification shall be in 
witing. ^ , . , * • 

(c) Any other provisions of this Act or any other laws to the 
cont^ry notwithstanding, no local board of Education shall employ any 
pers^ as a teacher who has been discharged from the armed forges of 
the United States with a dishonorable discharge as a result of desertion 
of any person who has fled or removed himseff from the United States 
for tl\e purpose of avoiding or evading military service in the /armed 
forces of the United States excluding those who have been Tully 
"pardoned. 1 ' • • * 



32-663 a Pupils "Attending school in adjacent local unit^, of 



administra^bn;^Hgtment of State funds; contracts between local units 
Notwithstan^ingSbe foregoing provisions of this Chapter and other 
school laws, thp Stat^^Board of Education is hereby authorized to 
provide, by regulation, a^Kocedure and manner whereby a pupil shall, ^ 
for siich compelling reasoris^d circumstances as may be defined and"""^ 
specified by the State Board, bKpermitted to attend' and be included as 
an enrolled j^upil in average dail>\ttendance in the public schools of a. 
loc^l unit of administration iniiHediately adjacent to the local unit of 
administration wherein the pupil resides for the purpose of allotting 
State fund3 under the provisions of this Chapter, notwithstanding 
absence of an agreement between the two adjacent local units and a 
refusal by the board of education of th,e local unit wherein the puj)il* 
resides to voluntarily approve such transfer of a pupil to the public 
schools of the adjacent local unit: Provided, however, that the board of 
education of the adjacent local unit iiwilling to receive and permit such 
pupiLto enroll in and attend the public schools of such local unit. The 
State Board shall adopt such rules, regulations and policies as may be 
necessary for implenlentation of this section. Grant or refusal of 
permission for pupils to attend such schools, /or the purpose of 
permitting ^tate funds to foUoi^ such pupils, shall be entirely 
discretionary with the State Board and shall, in the absence of a clear 
aj^use of discretion by the board, be final and conglusive. Local units of 
administration may contract with each other for the care, education 
and transportation of pupils and for such other activities as they m^ 
be authorizeci by ^aw to perform. ^ \ 

' 32-664a Vo'ter registration; excused absences 

Each student in the public schools of the State Cf Georgia, upon 
attaining the age of 18 years, shall be apprised of his right to register as 
an elector and vote in elections upon attaining the ag? of fS years, llie 
State Board of Education shall promulgate rules and regulations to 
carry out the 'provisions of this section. An .excused absence of a 
student, ^s determined by the local unit' of administiation, not to 
exceed 'one school day, shall not be counted against any Hjpal unit of 
administration in ascertaining "average daily attendance," 

32-664a.l Pledge, of Allegiance to the flag 

Each student in the public schools of the State of Georgia shalJbe 
afforded the opportunity to recite'Uhe Pledge of Allegiance to*the flag 
of the United States of America during each sehool day. It shall be the 
duty of each local boar-d of e(Jucation to establish a policy setting, the 
, time and manner for recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. Said policy 
shall be established in writing and shall be distributed to each teacher 
within the school. 
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32-66Sa Financial procedures established 

For the purpose of promoting economy and efficiency in the 
financial operation' of local school systems, keeping all school 
expenditures within es^mated receipts and balances, and to facilitate 
financial review audi^of local school system operations, and to 
determine conformance of school operations with provisions of law, the 
State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish a uniform, 
budget and accounting system and to establish uniform regulations to'' 
be in)plemented by local school boards. These regulations shall include, 
but not be limited to, the following: (a) forms, (b) classifications of 
accounts, (c) codes for data processing machines, and (d) regular 
reporting procedures.^ addition, the State Board of Education is: 
authorized to prescribe information that must be submitted to the 
State Board and the time it must be submitted. In oider to ensure 
compliance with this Act, the State Board is. authorized to establish a. 
financial review section for the limited purpose of reviewing financial 
records and accounting of locarbcjards. 

32-666a Budget procedures established 
^ Jhe State Board of Education is hereby authorized to establish a 
uniform budgeting system to be implemented by 'local school boards 
and to prescribe a date each local board must submit a budget Xo the 
^ State Board. The regulations detveloped by the State^ard must make 
adequate provision for local review and modification prior to local 
approval and submittal to the State Superintendent of Schools*. The 
State Superintendent shall provide for the examination and preparation 
of a written rep9rt on the budget of each local unit and submit a copy 
to the State Board and the. respective local board of education. The 
State Board ^all either accept or reject the budget of a local unit. If 
the State Board rejects the budget of a local unit, the local .board shall 
receive written notification and within 30 days*must.either make the 
required changes or request an appeal as provided for in section 
32-669a.' 

^ 32-667a Withholding of St^te funds due to failure to provide local 
funds ' ' 

In the event a local unit of administration fails to provide or use the 
amount of local funds required to be raised and used by the local unit 
in support pf the cost of the Adequate Prpgram. for Education in 
Georgia in the loca^ unit during any school year, determined in 
accordance with provisions of this Chapter, the State Board of 
Education shalLcalcul*te the percentage which the deficiency in local 
funds represents of fhe total local funds required to be raised and used 



by tKe^local unit and reduce the amount of State fifnds allotted to, the 
local unit by the same percentage until such tinie as the local unit 
provides oruse.s, as the case may be, the required amount of local funds 
or makes adequate provision for providing or using the same to the 
satisfaction of the State Board. If State funds allotted to a local unit 
have been distributed to the local unit when such failure of the local 
unit is ascertained, or if an audit of operatioij^ of the local unit shows 
that the local unit did not during* the preceding or past fiscal s^chool 
year actually provide or use the Amount of local funds required by 
provisions of this Chapter and the approved local budget of the lockl 
unit for that year, the State Board of Education shall, for the next 
ensuing fiscal school year, ^reduce the amount of State-contributed 
Adequate Program for Education funds to be allotted .to the local unit 
by an equivalent amount of money and correspondingly increase the 
amount of local funds to be supplied by the Jocal unit for that fiscal 
school year by the same amount of money. The State Board of 
Education shall in any event before withholding or reducing the 
amount of State funds to be distributed to a local unit under this 
section, notify the local unit of the intention of the Board to withhold 
or reduce the* allotment of State funds to the'local unit, and state the 
reasons for such action. The board of education of the local unit shall 
be entitled.to an appeal as provided for in section 32-669a. 

32-668a State bids on standard items of school equipment,*Sfupplies 
and services 

(a) The State Board of Education shall, from time to time, 
determine, through ^tudy and after consultation with the Director of 
Purchasing and Supplies Division of the Department of Administrative 
Services, representatives of local units of administration, and* such 
others as the board may deem it advisable to consult with, whether an 
overall substantial price advantage^to local units of administration may 
be obtained 'by means of a conmined bid by local units through the 
State, Superintendent of Schools an^ the Department of Administrative 
Services on standard items of school^quipment, supplies or services^ or 
other standard, expenses, *to be designated by the State Board, 
.ordinarily needed, procured or incurred by local units during the fiscal 
school year, w^ithout a sacrifice of safety or quality. If the State Board 
shall determine that such a price advantage to 'local units tmay be 
obtained by such means on any one or more of such items or expenses/ 
the State Board shall, after consultation with such persons, establish 
sets of uniform standard specifications for such item or items as may 
reasbnably be required in order to meet the^ various needs and , 
requirements of the several local units of administration. Local units of 
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administration shall, at such times as the State Board shall prescribe, 
report the probable annual requirement o£>the local unit for 
standard items to the State Board and the requested time for future 
delivery of such items. The State Boar/l shall compile such requirements 
and submit a compilation of »the same to the Department of 
Administrative Services, together with such other information as may 
be needed or otherwise requested b> the Department of Administrative 
Services for the purpose of advertising forbids for a uniform State price 
on such items. ^ 

(b) The Department of Administrative Services sh^l advertise for 
^ids for supply of such items in the same manner followed for State 
purchases: Provided, however, that the Department of Administrative 
Services shall inform. prospective biddei^ that the bid requested is for 
the furnishing of such items to* the designated ^local units of 
administration at the timfs specified oji the basis of a single State pricQ 
applicable -to all local units of administration, that payment for such^ 
items as may be purchased by loc^l units shall be madfe by the 
respective local units of administration to the«bidder, that no guarantee 

js made that any purchases will be made from the successful bidder as a 
result of such^ bidding, and' such other information as shall be 
appropriate under the circumstances. The Department of 
Administrative Services shall, upon receipt o/bids, process the same in 
the same manner followed for State purchases and promptly, notify the 
State Board of Education of the name of .the successful bidder, and 
?uch other available information asmay'be required by the State Bo^rd. 
The State Board shall ^promptly forward such information to all local 
units of administration. 

(c) Local units of administration are free to obtain competitive bids * 
from vendors on such standard items of school equipment, supplies, 
services or expenses, based upon uhiform specifications established for 
such items by^the State Board ed , in ^y purchase such items from the 
vendor submitting the ho^J^i/^^thQTQfoT to the local unit whether or not 
the bid price of such venSSr is greater pr less than the State bid price on 
such, items: Provided, however, that whenever a locah unit purchases 
such standard items at a price in excess of the^State bid price foT'such 
items, the State Board shall, when computing standard costs* for 
aliptment of State funds, disallow'^the excess cost paid for^uch*items 
by the local unit. The Stpte Board shall prescribe regulations necessary 
for implementation and enforcement of provisions of this section; and. 
is authorized to establish minimum standards and uniform standard' 
specifications and procedures for the purchase, distribution, use and 
maintenance, as the' case may 'be, of school equipment, supplies. 
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appeal / 
fail to comply with 
, or any provision of 
nits establish^ by the 



sfervices and expenses, as be designated by /the State Board, 
whether ornot State bid pjrifees are obtained' on such items. 

*32-669a Withholding of funds, from local units; 
In the event a local unit of admijiistration shall 
-any provision of this Chapter, or other school law* 
rules, regulatio:ns, polfcies, standards or requiremen 
State Board, or the terms of any contract with the State Board, the 
State Board may, in its discretion, withhold from such local unit all or 
any. part of the State-contributed Adequate Program for Education in 
Georgia funds allotted to such local unit under provisions of this 
Chapter, until such time as full compliance is made by 'the local uilit. 
The St^te Board, shall, before withholding such funds, notify the local 
unit of its intention to withhold such funds and state the refasons for 
such action. The board of education of the local unit ^hall be entitled 
to a hearing on such matter before such funds are withhel(^prj^yided 
the local 'board* requests such hearing within 30 days from receipt of 
. such notification. If the local board of education feels itself aggrieved 
by the final decision of the St^te Board following such hearing, th^ 
local board s|iall have the right to obtaiil judicial' review of such 
decision, on the record made before the'State Board, by.filipg an appeal 
.in the superior court of the county of the local unit affected. Such 
appeal shall plainly specify the decision complained of, the questions in 
dispute, the decision of the State Board, the relief sought by the local 
board, and the contentions of the Jbcal board. Said appeal shall be 
based upon the record as a whole established at the time of the hearing 
before the State Board. A transcript, of the testimony and other 
. evidence adduced before the State Board at the time of such hearing 
shall be prepared and certified -aliifene and correct by the State 
Superintendent of Schools and filed in the court within 30 days after 
the date oT service of a copy of the • appeal upon the St^te 
Superintendent of ScKools, or within such other time as the court may 
allow. Tftie decision of the State Board on appeal shall not be set aside if 
based upon any substantial evidence in the fecord, consid^ering the 
recor4 as a whole. The court may, ih its fii^cretion, whether or not the 
same be prayed for in the appeal, remand such matter for future 
proceedings or findings on such directions or terms as may be specified 
' in the order of the court. Proceedings- for review of the final judgment 
of the court shall follow the same course which is now or may hereafter 
be prescribedTor other civil actions in the superior court. ^ 

•I 

'32-670a Distribution of State funds , 

The State Board of Education shall, by regulation, provide for 
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distribution of State ^funds allot;jted \o local units under this Chaptef 
and.budgets approved by the State Board. In determining the time and 
manner for distribution ^of State funds, the State Board may, in its 
discretion, consider the time at which local school tax funds shall be 

'collected and made available to the several local units of administration, 
and^is hereby authorized fo provide for distribution of State funds to 
local units at such times and in such manner as will most likely meet 

* the periodic needs of [ocal units foi; the State allotted funds, provided < z 
State funds appropriated for such purposes are availarble at such times. 
State funds to be distributed to local units under provisions of this 
Chapter shall be withdrawn from the State treasury on requisitions to 
be signed by the State Superintendent of Schools, which shall be in 
^ accordance with the provisions of siich regulations and directioijs of the 
State Board. . ^ ' ' • , 



• 32-671a Chapter to be.administered pursuaiUto budget laws . 

The standards set forth'' in sections 32-610a through 32-621a, 
32-624a and 32-62^a, and in such other sections as ^uch minimuiji 
requirements for funds shall appear, shall be construed as setting out a 
^asic plan for the direction of the State Board of Education in planning \ e 
a program and presenting proposals to the Governor and to the General 
Assembly. Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed as amending or 
modifying in any way Chapter 40-4-known as the **Budget Act,'' or any ; 
appropriation Act which is presently in force and effect. The State • 
Board of Education shall, in all of its programs involving allocation jor 
expenditure of funds, be governed and oorttroUed by thi provisions ot 
such Budget Act, such' appropriation Acts, and aH other laws of general - 
aiiplication pertaining to the handling^and expenditure of State fund^, 
norie of w^ich Acts or laws are amenfled, modified or repealed by this . 
(Jhapter unless specifically so provided in this Chapter. 

32-6'72a Coordination with other State agencies ^ 
. The State' Boar^ of Education ^all be e^(wered to form in • ^. 
conjunction with other Statl 'agencies certain comprehepsive boards as 

, nejeded to ensurp the provision of a coin pjehensiv^ educational program 
f*the students of Georgia. > - \^ ^ , ' 

' The State Board of f?aucation and^^ G%OF|if Boar^ of Human 
Resources shalf hereby establish^ a J^Kfdinani^Xoj^^^^^^^ 
.Exceptional Individuals and Preschool P^ramsfaot lateY than July 1, ^. 

^ 1974. The committee shall meet at least oi^e every, quarter and fljMsM J 
of no less than three* members fr^eac|||W t}ie depaftifients 6pera!|d^'^ ' ^ . 
under the two boards^ including at least one individual at one of>the top' 
two levels of management. *^ • r * - \ 
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- Editorial Note ^ 

Acts 1974, p. 1045, which enacted this Chapter, repealed the following sections 
and Chapters: 
S 32-509 
Chapter 32-6 

SS 32-705, 32-706, 32-724 

Chapter 32-15 

Chapter 32-35 • • ' 

Chapter 32-40 • . ^ 

Tte Act then provided that: To the extent -that the provisions of this Act 
conflKKwith the provisions of any heretofore existing laws not specifically repealed 
by this Ahw it is the intention of the General Assembly that the provisions of this 
Act shall wntrol, but to the extent that such laws do not conflict with^ the 
provisions of this Act, then this Act js hereby declared to be cumulative of ^nd 
supplemental to such heretofore existing laws. y * 

The effective date of this Act is July 1 , 1975. ' 
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